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MODERN "GOLEM" 


BOUT TWO years ago, the 
Czech film “The Golem” was 
shown in many cities of the U. S. It 
presented a screen version of the old 
Jewish legend concerning Rabbi Loeb 
of Prague who molded a gigantic fig- 
ure of clay and, inspiring it with life 
by pronouncing the secret name of 
, he set it to work to defend his 
people from attack. Eventually, he 
deprived the “Golem” of life. Some 
versions say that he did so because his 
creation became uncontrollable; others 
maintain that the “Golem” had 
achieved its purpose and was of no 
further use for the time being. 


What became of the “Golem” after 
it was deprived of life? In the film 
shown, the clay figure disintegrated. 
On its forehead there was engraved the 
three letter Hebrew word for truth 
(emeth). When Rabbi Loeb erased 
the first letter, there remained the two 
letter word signifying death (meth), 
and the mass of clay collapsed. Most 
of the people who saw the film, hard- 
ly noticed the small, symbolic gesture 
when the letter was eradicated. 


But another legend current for some 
time maintains that the Golem still 
exists in the attic of one of Prague’s 
synagogues, temporarily deprived of 
life, and awaiting the magic touch 
that will again start it on its mission 
of revenge and destruction. 


It was difficult to refrain from 
thinking about the “Golem” myth as 
German troops entered Prague. In a 
sense Hitler has been typifying a sim- 
ilar phenomenon. He, the unknown 
and uneducated corporal, embodied 
the savage outbreak of fury of a de- 
feated people that-was also suffering 
the ills current in this generation and 
that did not find sufficient rational in- 
ner strength and intelligent leadership 
to guide it out of its predicament. 
Like the traditional “Golem” he 
smashed his way through city and vil- 
lage, burning, destroying and ravag- 
ing. 

In Prague, he encountered his pro- 
totype. The fury which carried him 
to foreign soil, may yet prove to be his 
undoing. 


There is a “Golem” in an attic in 
Prague. By now thefe are probably 
many other such “Golems” in the at- 
tics of many cities in Germany as well. 
It will only take the breath of life to 
start them on their work. When that 
happens, the spectacle may be no less 
bloody. Much will depend on who 


will animate the avenging clay now 
lying still and formless in attics and 
‘ cellars. 
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CROWNS OF THORNS 


There is much satisfaction in the be- 
lief of being the chosen and unequal- 
led people, whether unequalled in 
greatness or in suffering. The very 
sense of being unparalleled confers a 
feeling amounting to satisfaction and 
pride. 

On the day of the occupation of 
Czechoslovakia, a Czech storekeeper in 
New York displayed a large map of 
his country in the window. Above 
and beneath the map he wrote the fol- 
lowing inscriptions: “She that was 
great among the nations is become 
tributary,” and, “Behold and see if 
there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow.” 

The inscriptions are the familiar text 
taken from the Lamentations of Jere- 
miah. There is no doubt that the 
Czech storekeeper felt exactly that 
way. But to him it was a new experi- 


ence, and the fresh impact of the pain 
precluded the possibility of any one 
else ever having felt the same way. 


Thus we go along, each one on his 
own way and each aware only of his 
own defeat and pain and humiliation. 
The Czech is certain that there is no 
sorrow like his own; the Negro is con- 
vinced that his lot is the worst; the 
Chinese points to his share of injustice 
and asks the same question; the Jew 
points to the same text in proof that 
he has suffered longest. There is 
balm in the conviction, but if each 
were to renounce the claim to be the 
only wearer of the real crown of 
thorns, something might yet be done 
and results may yet be achieved that 
would be of more real value than the 
prestige of martyrdom. But who will 
be the first to give up the consoling 
sense of superiority which an aware- 
ness of being crucified confers? S. K. 








“A & ves ane i*0 


yn. DS BB BA 






Raavuve mL W 


oo 8 
« a2 
. 14 
.% 
io 
. 
< 2h 
Oe. 
. 24 
a eh 
~ 30 


Pales- 
34, at 


Sub- 


-5288. 
Bie ® 
pain 
one 
ry. 
n his 
f his 
tion. 
is no 
con- 
; the 
istice 
| Jew 
that 
re is 
each 
e the 
n of 
done 
that 
n the 
» will 
oling 
ware- 


S. K. 








APRIL, 1939 





EDITORIALS OF THE MMONTH 





INDECISION IN LONDON 


HE ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE be- 

tween Jews, Arabs and the English, has now 
resolved itself into a complete stalemate without 
any definite results. ‘The promised declaration of 
policy which the London government has been 
about to announce, was postponed indefinitely. 
With the European political situation tense and 
uncertain, it is highly improbable that England 
will at this time involve itself in any declarations 
or promises to either Arabs or Jews. The colonial 
office will therefore no doubt continue in its 
attempt to muddle through without making any 
definite commitments. 


However, this state of affairs need not be in- 
terpreted as a danger successfully weathered. 
British muddling policies have always been char- 
acterized by an unscrupulous concern for the in- 
terests of the British Empire, at the expense of 
any other parties concerned. Whatever the game, 
Britain always seeks to come out the winner, no 
matter who has to pay for its victory. The words 
of Berl Katznelson during the early days of the 
conference were almost prophetic when he dec- 
lared that ‘England will demonstrate its impar- 
tiality by denying a state to the Arabs and immig- 
ration to the Jews.” 

Europe, and the rest of the world as well, now 
finds itself in a pre-war mood of uncertainty. 
This situation imposes upon the Zionist movement 
the delicate and vital task of reaching a clear eval- 
uation of the possibilities and the dangers of the 
moment. While the plan for the establishment of 
an independent Arab state in Palestine has tem- 
porarily been shelved, it is also obvious that Eng- 
land will for some time at least, continue its ‘‘ap- 
peasement” of the Arabs, probably in the form of 
a drastically reduced Jewish immigration and irk- 
some limitations on Jewish land purchases. But 
England is also not blind to the importance and 
the influence of the Jews throughout the world 
and it will certainly refrain from taking such dras- 
tic action as it had contemplated only a few weeks 
ago. 
A breathing spell, however short and inade- 
quate, is thus provided us at this time. While the 
world is tottering on the verge of a bottomless 
abyss, it is up to us to utilize the few remaining 
months or years for practical and constructive 
achievements which will buttress the strength of 
the Jewish community for the day when the 
cataclysm occurs. 

On Monday, March 20, the entire Jewish com- 
munity of Palestine was to have gone on a general 





strike of 24 hours to express its protest and disap- 
pointment at the outcome of the conference in 
London and to demonstrate its readiness to de- 
fend the right of the entire Jewish people to es- 
tablish its homeland in Palestine. This strike did 
not take place because the events in Europe con- 
siderably changed the entire political situation and 
deeply affected the possible fate of Palestine. 
For the present, at any rate, it is far more import- 
ant to apply all the energies available toward ex- 
tending colonization and strengthening the eco- 
nomic structure in Palestine than to spend them 
in demonstrations of protest. 

The Jewish community in Palestine knows what 
to do if its vital interests are to be betrayed. Eng- 
land is also aware of its ability and its readiness to 
put up a vigorous and effective resistance. While 
at the conference in London, England sought to 
mend its political fences in the Arab countries, it is 
now also seeking sympathy and friendship in the 
U.S. Sir Ronald Storrs, former military and civil 
governor of Jerusalem, is now touring in the U. S. 
in an effort to gain such sympathy. He is un- 
doubtedly aware of the sentiments of millions of 
American Jews about Britain’s role in Palestine 
and his declaration that ‘‘the situation in Pales- 
tine is. not one ‘of right against wrong, but of 
right against right” will hardly be trusted by any 
American who is acquainted with the suspicious 
British behavior toward the Arab terrorists dur- 
ing the past three years. 


The influence of American public opinion should 
not be underestimated. It is an important factor 
with which England must reckon. It can be util- 
ized to great advantage to make possible consid- 
erable gains in Palestine at this time of British 
indecision. 


THE FALL OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


HE OCCUPATION of Czechia by German 

troops and the “protection” granted by Hitler 
to the new Slovak state marked the culmination of 
a process that began six months ago in Munich. 
To all intents and purposes the republic of Cze- 
choslovakia had already been a part of Germany 
since the Sudetenland was occupied last October. 
The country was rapidly undergoing a transform- 
ation under the pressure of Berlin. Actually de- 
pendent on Germany so far as its foreign policies 
were concerned, and forced into adopting fascism 
in its internal affairs, the remnant of the Czecho- 
slovak republic could hardly have been considered 
as an independent state. Nevertheless the world 
was shocked when even this semblance of sover- 
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eignty was destroyed and the scourge of modern 
times enthroned himself in Hradcin castle in 
Prague. The grief of the Czechs at the loss of 
their remaining independence is quite understand- 
able, but the resentment of the outside world 
against this act of aggression has also gained in 
depth and in potential effectiveness. 


Although Nazi Germany seems to be riding tri- 
umphantly towards greater strength, very many 
could not escape an intuitive feeling on the day of 
the occupation of Prague that this step marked the 
beginning of the end for the Hitler regime. The 
sullen crowds that greeted the “protector,” the 
jeers that met the German troops, are a new phe- 
nomenon in Nazi expansion and should not be un- 
derestimated. The Czech people have a long his- 
tory of struggle for national independence. The 
existence of the Czechoslovak republic for twenty 
years has imbued its people with a sense of self- 
reliance and a fierce loyalty to their national free- 
dom which will not be eradicated so easily. 


There is no denying the fact that as long as 
Germany continued to annex areas with a predom- 
inantly German population, it was difficult to 
arouse any serious and effective opposition. The 
people of France or England could have hardly 
been expected to go to any great length to stop 
such annexations, for.although they were undoubt- 
edly opposed to Nazi ideology, the very elements 
of democratic thinking dictated to the man in the 
street that Germans in Austria or the Sudetenland 
have the “right” to go insane and to put their own 
necks in the yoke of fascist slavery if they so 
choose. This was also the reason that the occupa- 
tion of Memel, which followed so closely on the 
heels of the conquest of Czechia, aroused hardly 
a murmur of opposition. 


The weeping in the streets of Prague and the 
booing which met the Nazi tanks as they rolled in, 
is therefore of greater significance than may ap- 
pear on the surface. A hostile population of eight 
million people in the body of the Reich is an im- 
portant factor in times of peace and especially in 
times of war. It is highly doubtful whether the 
Czechs will ever be educated to a realization of 
Teutonic superiority and to a willingness to serve 
their aspirations. It is also irrelevant whether 
they will be drafted into the German army or not. 
In modern times the industrial worker employed 
in a factory is as important as the soldier who is 
shouldering a rifle. The Czech worker who is 
“uncoordinated” with the belief in German super- 
iority may yet turn out to be the block over which 
Hitler’s regime will stumble. 


At this moment the “stop Hitler’? campaign 
seems to be making but poor progress. The weak 
—perhaps intentionally so—efforts of Chamber- 
lain have not produced any results of importance. 
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France follows the lead of Britain, and although 
Soviet Russia is flattered by the sudden courting of 
the western powers, it is in no hurry to accept 
every suggestion for it has its doubts, perhaps jus- 
tified doubts, concerning the sincerity of Chamber- 
lain. 


But the area of German expansion which will 
not involve armed resistance is growing narrower. 
With the possible exception of Danzig, Hitler can- 
not move without encroaching on non-German 
peoples and it is becoming increasingly evident 
that the small European nations may grant some 
economic concessions but will not give up their in- 
dependence without a struggle. Can an armed 
struggle in Europe be localized today? The ex- 
perience of Spain, where a civil war was trans- 
formed into an international struggle, clearly in- 
dicates that it would be impossible. 


Hitler’s grab for power and territory could still 
be stopped without resorting to war if the demo- 
cratic powers would act firmly. But such efforts 
as have so far been made by England and France 
are weak and do not indicate any firm conviction 
or resolve. As the weeks go by and public indig- 
nation recedes, there is the danger that even the 
half ‘way measures that have been taken will be 
abandoned until such a time when it is too late and 
the fight will have to be much more bitter and cost- 
ly in life than it would have been had the govern- 


ments acted in unison and with determination | 


from the outset. 


In the meantime the crisis has deepened. To 
the grief of millions of Czechs there is added the 
much more tragic situation of hundreds of thou- 
sands of additional Jewish and non-Jewish refu- 


gees who must now flee from an expanding Reich ‘ 


into a contracting outer world. The absorption of 
Czechia may yet cause the downfall of the Third 
Reich; but at the present moment there is in pros- 
pect a period of suffering and exile for millions. 


UNANIMOUS AND WITHOUT DEBATE 
LSEWHERE IN this issue, the movement for 


discriminating legislation against non-citizens 
is discussed. Since the writing of the article the 
new crusade for “alien and sedition” laws 
achieved a first rate victory in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. On March 23 the House adopted, 
unanimously and without debate, a bill by Repre- 
sentative Dempsey, Democrat, of New Mexico 
and also a member of the Dies committee, which 
provides for the deportation of any alien who ad- 
vocates making any change in the American form 
of government. The original bill used the phrase 
“fundamental changes,” but the Immigration and 
Naturalization Committee of which Samuel Dick- 
stein, Democratic representative from New York 
is chairman, struck out the word “fundamental”. 
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There is probably little danger of the passage 
of this bill by the Senate or of President Roose- 
velt’s signing it if it is passed. On the face of it 
the bill is an insult to human intelligence and even 
a casual examination of its implications will suffice 
to convince anyone of its absurdity. Thus a non- 
citizen voicing sympathy with the president’s gov- 
ernment reorganization plan would be liable to 
deportation. Advocacy of noble experimental 
amendments, such as prohibition, would be simil- 
arly punishable. As a matter of fact, any judge 
would be free to interpret ‘‘advocating change”’ as 
he saw fit. 


But although it is highly improbable that this 
bill will be enacted into law, there is something 
ominous about the sudden unanimity of the mem- 
bers of the House. When New Dealers, Old 
Dealers and know-nothings so readily unite in the 
crusade against immigrants, the phenomenon de- 
serves close attention. Where were the liberals in 
the House? We understand that Congressman 
Vito Marcantonio is a member of the advisory 
board of the American Committee for the Protec- 
tion of Foreign Born. Where was he when the 


bill was passed ‘“‘unanimously and without de- 
bate”? 


LETTER FROM ITALY 
N MARCH 11, the four members of the 


Kuerschner family drowned themselves at 
Taormina, Sicily. Dr. Kuerschner was a Hun- 
garian Jew who had been decorated for distin- 
guished service in the Austro-Hungarian army. 
The family had been hounded from Germany to 
Austria. After the annexation of Austria, they 
fled to Italy. In Sicily the flight ended. Faced by 
the expulsion decree of the Italian government, 
they took a boat and jumped overboard in the blue 
waters of Taormina. The letter that one of them 
wrote is more eloquent and more accusatory than 
any editorial can be. There is nothing to add to 
these words: 


Dear Friend: 


It has come to this. My 73 years-old mother, my 
brother Eugene, my sister Renee and I ate going to die 
today, willingly yet unwillingly. The deep ocean may 
perhaps receive us in a more friendly way than the high 
governments of the countries hereabouts. We will 
weight ourselves with rocks so as not to come up again. 


Our resolution dates back six months. It was made 
easier for us through the realization that we had always 
lived an honorable and useful life, and at times even had 
some success, and this without any harm to any human 
being. We owe no accounting to anyone and no bills. 
We never sought help from anybody and never accepted 
any. 

The last months in Rome and the last weeks in Taor- 
mina passed cheerfully and peacefully. For a parting 
place from life we have selected one of the most beauti- 
ful spots. 
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I remember with pleasure our last hours together in 
B. and the pleasant exchange of our war and peace re- 
membrances and say a hearty farewell to you and your 
charming wife. 

Yours, 


ARTHUR KUERSCHNER 


WORLD OF TOMORROW 
— WORLD FAIR, which is about to open 


in New York, has been boosted far and wide 
as a sort of preview of the world of tomorrow. 
No doubt there will be many scientific and artistic 
exhibits that will contain the germ of ideas and 
plans to be realized in the future. But of all the 
exhibits at the fair we are particularly interested 
in two pavilions—those of Palestine and Czecho- 
slovakia. 


The Palestine pavilion, into which much careful 
planning and labor has been invested, will give the 
visitor a clearer idea of what has been achieved 
in that country than any amount of reading about 
it can convey. It would, of course, be desirable 
that Zionists and their sympathizers should visit 
Palestine. They would then learn to know the 
revolutionary transformation of both people and 
land that has occurred. Even opponents are often 
forced to change their views when confronted with 
the vital Palestine reality. But since we may not 
reasonably expect everyone to visit Palestine, a 
careful trip through the Palestine pavilion at the 
World Fair is our next best suggestion. Many 
who have remained indifferent will come and see 
and be convinced. Jews, in particular, should 
make it a point to see the pavilion. They will be 
inspired. The word “inspiration” has been done 
almost to death, we know, but some real inspira- 
tion is sorely needed these days. 


The Czechoslovak pavilion at the Fair tempor- 
arily suspended preparations as a result of the 
occcupation of the country by Germany. It is not 
clear at this moment whether it will be completed 
by the German government or it will remain as an 
unfinished monument to Nazi aggression. We 
think it should be completed—not by Germany, 
but by the Czechs as an expression of their deter- 
mination to regain the liberty now lost. Is the 
world of tomorrow to contain aggression and sub- 
jected peoples? The organizers of the Fair 
should think twice before presenting us with such 
a blueprint of the future. 


"SHEKEL" CAMPAIGN 


T ITS conference in New York on March 4 
and 5, the Labor Zionist movement has un- 
dertaken to sell 200,000 shekolim before the 
twenty-first World Zionist Congress that is to 
meet this summer. The shekel is not a contribu- 
tion; it is a token of allegiance and faith in an 
idea. The buyer of a shekel indicates his agree- 
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ment with the basic aims of Zionism and becomes 
entitled to vote in the elections to the Congress. 
The number of shekolim sold, thus becomes a bar- 
ometer of the sympathy that Zionism commands. 
Hence the particular importance attached to the 
success of this campaign at the present time. A 
powerful demonstration of sympathy automatical- 
ly becomes a strong political lever in dealing with 
England, the mandatory power which controls im- 
migration and colonization in Palestine. Any step 
which will help increase immigration to Palestine, 
is today a humanitarian task which no Jew can af- 
ford to ignore with a clear conscience. 





In the past, the shekel campaign was generally 
accompanied with party strife. Today party dif- 
ferences are relegated into the background. The 
magnitude of the job and the distress of the mil- 
lions who look to Palestine as their only hope have 


caused this vanishing of minor differences. This 
year even the Left Poale Zion, a group which al- 
ways refrained from participating in Zionist Con- 
gresses because of the “class collaboration”’ im- 
plied in such action, have joined the Labor Zionist 
shekel campaign committee. 

The quota of 200,000 can easily be attained if 
Jews will only stop to think of how important it is 
today to obtain a shekel. 


Terror In Polish Universities 


€@ A TTACKS FROM the rear and ganging up 
against individuals have become normal 
occurrences among Polish students. The aca- 
demic authorities and officials are being terrorized 
. .. Conscious deception is employed together with 
clubs, stink bombs, tear gas and iron weapons. 
Let those who originated this method of struggle 
not try to persuade us that the ‘holy war’ against 
the Jews justifies even such means. A war of one 
people against another is also subject to laws of 
moral honor. No self-respecting army will dis- 
honor the military name by designating as a sol- 
dier one who uses weapons to attack an unarmed 
person. . 

“Only a few years ago none would have be- 
lieved that armed criminals would be free to at- 
tack defenseless persons in the institutions of 
higher learning.” 

Who was the author of this speech? Who was 
it that dared to characterize the Polish students, 
the future leaders and lawmakers of Poland, in 
such terms? 


This speech was not made by a Jew or a Social- 
ist, nor even by a democrat. It was delivered by 
none other than the vice-minister of education, 
Professor Cornel Ojeski on April 5, 1937 and it 
was broadcast over the Polish radio. 

But despite this one and similar speeches, re- 
cent years have witnessed the murder of many 
Jewish students and the wounding of hundreds in 
Polish universities. Ghetto benches were insti- 
tuted in the class rooms and the Polish universities 
were transformed into such a purgatory for Jew- 
ish students that attending lectures is now fraught 
with mortal danger, in the literal meaning of the 
word. 

The tragi-comedy in the Polish universities be- 
gan soon after the jubilation over the newly found 





® by Jacob Lestshinsky 


independence. In the very first years of Polish 
sovereignty, the ‘‘Nardowo”’ democrats, a pre-war 
anti-Semitic party, sponsored the demand for lim- 
itation of the number of Jews in the universities. 
The demand for legislation by the Sejm they sup- 
ported by organized attacks on Jewish students in 
the schools. But Poland was at that time depend- 
ent on France and Poincare intervened to prevent 
the liberated country from taking the shameful 
step. Those were golden days for Polish Jewry 
and they are now forgotten. As the years went 
by, the attacks increased, but until 1933 they were 
still of a sporadic nature. But since that year the 
attacks became more clearly organized and con- 
sistent and also more murderous and dangerous in 
scope. No less than twenty-five Jewish students 
were killed during the past 5-6 years; several hun- 
dred were seriously wounded; two students be- 
came insane after being subjected to several at- 
tacks and hundreds of students voluntarily left the 
universities. But the 4,000 still remaining, are con- 
ducting a heroic struggle against the shameful seg- 
regation and the ghetto benches that were insti- 
tuted in their “alma maters,” and against the re- 
turn of medievalism in schools where only 25 
years ago Jewish students offered their lives in the 
fight against the Czarist regime and for the liber- 
ation of Poland. 


The first demand of the anti-Semites for a 
‘“numerus clausus” has long ago been fulfilled. 
The following figures illustrate how subserviently 
the government carries out the commands of the 
‘armed criminals” in the universities of free Po- 
land. In 1933 there were 51,770 students in the 
Polish universities. Of this number, 9,694, or 
18.7% were Jews. Since 91% of all the students 
came from urban families and the Jews constitute 
27% of the urban population, it is obvious that 
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the Jews were entitled to a much higher percent- 
age. That would be true even if we were to aban- 
don the natural and healthy principle of free and 
unhampered choice of professions by the citizens 
and substitute in its stead the dangerous and ab- 
normal point of view that people should enter pro- 
fessional life on a national basis and not on the 
basis of individual abilities. 


In 1935 only 7,114 Jewish students remained 
and in 1938 their number still further decreased 
to 4,791 or 9.9% of the entire student body. The 
demands of the “armed criminals” on the Polish 
campus were thus completely fulfilled. 


But appetite increases with the eating and anti- 
Semites are never satisfied. During the last sem- 
ester a new program was embarked on—the com- 
plete elimination of Jewish students. The follow- 
ing documents testify to the progress that has 
been made in the direction of the ideals of those 
whose hands are smeared with the blood of mur- 
dered and wounded colleagues. The dean of the 
Warsaw Polytechnicum issued the following dec- 
laration at the beginning of last semester : 


“In view of various false rumors, I wish to in- 
form that in 1937 6.3% of the students enrolled 
were Jews; in 1938, 5.6% and this year only 4%. 
On the basis of the order of the dean during the 
previous year, those who do not wish to sit to- 
gether with Jewish students, will be enabled to do 
so. That order clearly indicated what is to be 
done in case one does not adjust himself to it.” 


Such are the words of a teacher to the hooli- 
gans. He calms them with the assurance that 
their program is gradually being carried out. By 
now there are certainly no more than 4,000 Jew- 
ish students, but since the number admitted grows 
smaller with each year, the “‘ideal”’ state will soon 
be attained. However, this concession seems to 
be inadequate and the dean hints that there are 
additional ways of getting rid of Jews—ejecting 
them if they refuse to occupy the ghetto benches. 
Since the dean knows very well that the Jews re- 
fuse to occupy these benches, his remark must be 
interpreted as a direct incitement against his own 
students. 


But the fact that there still remain 4,000 Jew- 
ish students, does not sufficiently clarify the situa- 
tion. It is also essential to know into what col- 
leges they are admitted. No Jew may become a 
professor or high school teacher in Poland. Of 
the 1,672 professors and instructors in Poland in 
1936, only 36 were Jews. Some of these died 
since that time. The ones that remain, have kept 
their positions from pre-war days when these insti- 
tutions were Austrian universities. No new Jew- 
ish instructors were engaged since that time. The 
older ones die of heart attacks and the day is not 
far off when Polish universities will be entirely 





free of Jews. It is no exaggeration when we say 
that many Jews in Poland die of heart attacks, 
professors included. ‘Thus it is well known that 
the world famous Jewish brain specialist, Profes- 
sor Rosen of the Vilna University, died of a heart 
attack when he saw his own daughter standing 
during a lecture of her father, together with the 
other Jewish students who refused to occupy the 
ghetto benches. This professor, who had been en- 
trusted with the examination of the brain of Pil- 
sudski, was a one hundred percent assimilationist 
who never even hinted that he belonged to the op- 
pressed and persecuted Jewish group. His heart 
failed when he was forced to taste of ghetto 
segregation. 

The few Jews that are allowed to register are 
admitted to courses in philology and philosophy, 
courses which offer nothing practical. From med- 
icine and law, professions in which individual abil- 
ities and efforts are very important, Jews are al- 
most entirely excluded. During last semester’s 
registration to the university of Cracow, no Jews 
were admitted to medical and pharmacy courses; 
20 were registered in the school of philosophy; 3 
in chemistry. In the university of Lemberg 3 
were accepted into the medical school (out of 130 
who applied), none were admitted to pharmacy 
courses, four were registered in the law school 
(out of 400 students enrolled) and 17 in the 
humanities courses (out of 150 enrolled). 


In order to give a clearer picture of everyday 
life on ‘a Polish campus, I will quote at length 
from an interpellation introduced in the Polish 
Sejm by the Jewish deputy, Dr. Sommerstein: 


“On Friday, November 18 (1938), drawings 
of bridge designs were made in the main building 
of the Polytechnicum of Lemberg. The exercises 
ended at five P. M. A group of five Jewish stu- 
dents were the first to reach the door but Polish 
students barred their way and did not allow them 
to leave through the main gate. They finally suc- 
ceeded in breaking their way through. The other 
Jewish students could not leave through the gate 
which was occupied by a large number of Poles. 
The Jewish student, Berthold Meister, went up to 
the second floor and warned his colleagues not to 
go to the gate. A large group of Polish students 
meanwhile gathered in the office of the dean. 
Two Jewish students, Deutscher and Kloper, hid 
in the office of Professor Brotry where they re- 
mained until 9 P. M. The remaining seven Jews 
persuaded the assistant to give them shelter in the 
office of Instructor Chmilewitch. They were 
warned to maintain perfect silence and to put out 
the lights so that none might suspect their pres- 
ence. But the door of the office was suddenly 
broken open by a large group of Polish students. 
The attack did not last long. When the light was 
turned on it was found that of the Jewish students 
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Proweler was lying unconscious from his wounds; 
Lehrer was bleeding profusely from wounds in the 
abdomen and head; Meister was severely beaten 
about the head; Sheftler was beaten about the 
head and had a wound on his arm; Ruf was 
bruised as a result of being kicked; Roichbergen 
was lightly wounded. Proweler died of his 
wounds a few hours later.”’ 


This interpellation in the Sejm also established 
the fact that the university authorities were aware 
of the impending attack but provided no defense. 
The event described was the second one of this 
sort during the same month. Two weeks earlier 
the Jewish student Carl Zelermeier was killed and 
three others were seriously wounded. It is true 
that this murder evoked the anger of large num- 
bers of Christians. At the funeral there were 
delegations from labor organizations and also 
from democratic non-Jewish groups. 


The events described above are typical of all 
Polish universities during the past 5-6 years. For- 
tunately, they do not always culminate in death, 
but the order of the occurrences, attacks by hund- 
reds on small groups, isolating the Jewish students 
in remote rooms, clubbing, stabbing with knives, 
beating with iron instruments—these have become 
normal events on Polish campuses. As soon as a 
lecture is over, the Jewish students hasten to the 
exit, but they are not always successful. Jews go 
about in groups, for numbers facilitate breaking 
through and self-defense. However, being a min- 
ority, they are beaten and murdered nevertheless. 


What is the attitude of the professors? 


The following is an illustration of their attitude. 
A professor of mathematics delivered a lecture. 
A Jewish student arrived after the lecture com- 
menced and remained standing on the side. The 
Polish students demanded that he take his place 
on the special benches assigned to Jews. This he 
refused to do. The professor then interrupted his 
lecture and left the auditorium. The Poles ejected 
the Jewish student and also beat him. Then the 
professor returned and resumed his discourse. 
This attitude is typical of the majority of Polish 
professors. There exists a minority of about one 
hundred professors who protest against the at- 
tacks and the ghetto benches. Among the latter 
the professors Michalewitch, Kotorbinski and the 
ex Prime Minister Bartel, distinguished them- 
selves. In a sharp denunciation of the student 
hooligans which he delivered to the Polish Senate, 
Bartel related that a questionaire revealed that 
48% of the students had never heard of Richard 
Wagner and 58% did not know who Poincare 
was. He also told that during the last semester 
he could not deliver 36% of his lectures because 
of rioting in the class room. Because of this 
speech Bartel was threatened with death. Within 
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the university a movement of protest was organ- 
ized against him which necessitated closing all the 
high schools in Lemberg. 


A small group of Polish Socialists courageously 
fight the hoodlums and there have also been sacri- 
fices of life on their part. One Polish student died 
of his wounds and several were wounded. The 
majority of the Polish students remain indifferent 
and participate neither in the attacks nor in the 
struggle against them. A large minority is active- 
ly, and almost exclusively, engaged in the attacks. 
But this minority commands a body of students 
far exceeding the number of Jews. 


The Jewish students are determined not to yield 
any of their positions. The decrease in their num- 
bers is due not only to limitations on enrollment 
but also to the fact that some left the Polish uni- 
versities to attend those in foreign countries and 
others gave up their studies altogether. The 
majority, however, remain in the universities, at- 
tend the lectures and refuse the hoodlums the 
pleasure of having driven them out. They remain 
standing for five and six hours during lectures; 
they are often humiliated and beaten, but they do 
not yield. 


During recent weeks the Jewish Socialist and 
democratic parties organized a campaign of pro- 
test against the ghetto benches. This protest is 
actively supported by the Polish Socialist party 
and also by small groups of Polish liberals. We 
must note with regret, however, that liberals are 
becoming ever more rare in Poland. 


We have now reached the most important as- 
pect of this tragic situation—the attitude of the 
government. The Polish government can honest- 
ly boast of more hypocrisy than any other govern- 
ment in the world. It has so far not passed even 
a single law against Jewish students. The order 
concerning ghetto benches in the schools was is- 
sued by the authorities of the universities which are 
autonomous. The government has not organized 
any attacks on Jewish students but it also does 
nothing to defend them because it cannot send its 
policemen into the universities. The universities 
enjoy self government and Poland strictly ob- 
serves the constitution. If the universities refuse 
to admit Jewish students—the government may 
not intervene—because of the constitution. We 
could cite tens of speeches, like the one quoted in 
the beginning of this article, which are offered as 
proof that the government is innocent. What can 
it do? It is powerless against the written word of 
the constitution. It does not know how to in- 
fringe even on the least letter of the constitution; 
it has no experience in this field. 

It is true that Poland has experience in chang- 


ing entire constitutions, but that is different from 
encroaching on the autonomy of the universities 
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and sending a few policemen to deprive the stu- 
dent hooligans of their knives. An entire constitu- 
tion may be discarded—as was already done in re- 
juvenated Poland—and a new one may be written. 
But it would be too much to ask that the govern- 
ment transgress against a single paragraph of the 
law of the land. Of course, if a Communist is to 
distribute a few leaflets on the eve of the first of 
May, the government will find ways and justifica- 
tion to break a hundred paragraphs of constitu- 
tional rights. But that would mean defending the 
entire state including the constitution. It is clear 
that that would be a different matter. But the 
Polish government stands in no danger of collapse 
as a result of twenty-five Jewish students being 
murdered; the state will not be affected as a result 
of hundreds being wounded. How then should 
one expect it to infringe on the constitution in such 
insignificant cases? 
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The Polish government therefore remains 
calm. From time to time it sends one of its two- 
faced representatives to deliver a fiery speech. 
After that happens, the university authorities 
know that they can proceed against the Jews and 
the armed “heroes” feel that they can continue to 
beat and to kill their Jewish colleagues for an 
entire year without any intervention. 

A few weeks after the minister of education 
delivered the speech cited in the beginning, in 
which he declared that he considered it impossible 
to issue any order concerning ghetto benches, the 
university authorities promulgated such a decree 
and the “armed criminals” began a simultaneous 
campaign in all the schools, with clubs and iron 
bars for the total elimination of Jewish students. 

The Polish government remains true to the 
written constitution.* 


* The figures concerning the number of students and professors are taken 
from the official publication of the statistical bureau—Statistyka Szkolnictwa; 
1936-8. 


The Man Moses and His People 


Shortly before the annexation of Austria, Freud pub- 
lished in his own magazine, two essays on Moses. This 
came as a surprise to everybody. It soon became known 
that these articles were the nucleus of a book which he 
was working on. Internal conditions in Austria and 
later the “Anschluss” and Freud’s exile prevented the 
publication of the book at the time. Now it will be 
forthcoming very soon under the title “This Man Moses 
and His Monotheistic Religion” and is to be published 
by Albert de Lange in Amsterdam. This article is part 
of the “Summary” section of the book. 

T IS well known that of all the nations who 

lived in antiquity around the Mediterranean 
basin, the Jewish people alone has survived as a 
nation in name as well as in substance. It has de- 
veloped peculiar characteristics and withstood all 
onslaughts and persecution with unparalleled ten- 
acity, but it has, at the same time, gained the 
‘“wholehearted”’ aversion of all the other nations. 
One would like to know wherein lies this survival 
power of the Jews and how their characteristics 
are related to their destiny. 

There is one characteristic feature of the Jews 
which dominates their relationship to others. It 
is beyond doubt that they have a very high opinion 
of themselves. They consider themselves of a 
higher quality, ranking above and superior to 
others from whom they differ in many of their 
morals. Withal, they are inspired by a faith in 
life that is bestowed upon them through the pos- 
session of some secret, precious property—a kind 
of optimism that the pious call trust in God. 

On the basis of my previous analysis,I maintain 
that it was the man Moses who conferred upon 





® by Sigmund Freud 


the Jewish people this remarkable characteristic, 
for all time to come. Moses heightened their self- 
appreciation by assuring them that they were 
God’s chosen people, dedicated to a life of holi- 
ness and were duty-bound to isolate themselves 
from all others. It was not that other peoples 
lacked self-esteem. In ancient times, even as to- 
day, each nation considered itself superior to any 
other. But the self-esteem of the Jews was en- 
hanced by Moses into a religion. It became part 
of their religious creed. Through their particu- 
lar, inner relation toward their God, they acquired 
some of His magnificence. Since, as we know, the 
personality of Moses stands behind the God at 
whose command he chose the Jewish people and 
delivered them from Egypt, we may safely say 
that it was the Man Moses who created the Jews. 
It is due to Moses that this people has such a ten- 
acious hold on life, but it is also due to him that it 
suffered and still suffers much of the surrounding 
hostility. 

How is it possible that a single person should 
possess such extraordinary power to weld nondes- 
cript individuals and families into a people, to be- 
stow upon it an ultimate character and determine 
its destiny for thousands of years? To assume 
this, may appear like reverting to a st-te of mind 
which produced the myths of creation and the 
worship of heroes, or to such times when history 
was purely a narration of the exploits and destinies 
of individual persons, rulers or conquerors. 
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In modern times, the tendency is rather to ex- 
plain human history on the basis of general, im- 
personal and veiled factors, such as the determin- 
ing influences of economic relations, the variations 
in means of sustenance, the progress in the case of 
tools and materials, or the wanderings resulting 
from increase in population and climatic changes. 
The individual persons are regarded only as the 
exponents or representatives of mass movements 
which of necessity had to come to expression, and 
which accidentally found their medium in those 
persons. 

Such a point of view is no doubt justifiable. 
But it brings to our mind a significant disparity be- 
tween the constitution of our thinking process and 
the structure of the world, which we have to com- 
prehend by means of our thought. It may be suf- 
ficient for our categorical sense of causality, to find 
one cogent reason for each event. But in reality, 
outside ourselves, this is hardly the case. On the 
contrary, it seems that each event is hyper-deter- 
mined, being the effect of many convergent causes. 
Being frightened by the invisible complications of 
an event, we are prone to stress one relationship as 
against the other and to assume opposites which 
do not exist, but which arise out of a separation of 
more comprehensive relationships. Therefore if 
our investigation of a given situation reveals the 
overwhelming influence of a single personality, we 
need not be conscience-stricken that such an as- 
sumption necessarily rejects the importance of the 
general, impersonal factors. Fundamentally, 
there is room for both... 

We then allot the ‘great man” his place in the 
chain, or rather in the network of causes ... Why 
the “great man” should at all become important is 
not difficult to understand. We know that the 
mass of people have a strong need for an author- 
ity whom they may admire and obey and by whom 
they may be dominated. We have learned from 
the psychology of the individual of the origin of 
this need among the mass. It is the longing 
for the father which everyone retains from child- 
hood—the same father whom the hero of legend 
boasts to have vanquished. It thus dawns upon 
us, that all the features which we ascribe to the 
“great man” are paternal features. The essence 
of the “great man” which we have vainly sought, 
consists of this very conformity. The association 
of words gives us the clue: the “great man” is no 
other than the father of childhood. To this pater- 
nal image belong decisive thinking, will power, 
weighty action, and above all, self-reliatice, inde- 
pendence and a divine indifference which may 
grow into a state of inconsiderateness. One ought 
to admire and trust this “great man”... 


No doubt the personality of Moses must have 


represented a powerful paternal prototype, since’ 


he was able to convince the poor Jewish slaves that 





they were his beloved children. No less over- 
whelming must have been the idea of an eternal, 
almighty and only God who regarded these slaves 
as sufficiently important to make a covenant with 
them and to promise to take care of them if they 
remained true to his worship. Apparently it was 
not easy for them to differentiate the picture of 
the man Moses from that of his God. And they 
had the right divination, for Moses must have as- 
cribed to his God characteristics of his own per- 
son, such as wrath and relentlessness . . . 


In order to produce permanent psychic effects 
in a people, one must do more than merely assure 
it of its being chosen by God. One has somehow 
to prove it, so that the people may believe and 
draw proper conclusions. The exodus from 
Egypt furnished the proof in the religion of 
Moses. God, or Moses who spoke in his name, 
never tired of referring to this evidence of grace. 
The passover festival was instituted in order to 
impress the people’s memory with this event; or 
rather an old established festival was filled with 
the contents of the memory of the Exodus. How- 
ever, this was only a memory; the exodus itself be- 
longed to the dim past. In the present, God’s 
grace was quite scanty. The destinies of the 
people rather indicated his disfavor. Other prim- 
itive peoples used to depose their Gods or chastise 
them if they did not fulfill their duty, failing to 
bring victory, happiness and pleasure. Kings 


‘were treated likewise throughout the ages—an old 


identity of treatment which seemingly had its ori- 
gin in a common source. Modern nations, too, 
have banished their kings, when the glamor of 
their reign faded as a result of defeat and the con- 
sequent losses in territory and wealth. Why the 
people of Israel clung to their God the more sub- 
missively the more he ill-treated them, is a prob- 
lem which we shall allow to rest for the present. 
However, this problem prompts us to investigate 
whether the religion of Moses did not give the 
people something more than the heightened self- 
esteem which they obtained through the awareness 
of being a chosen people. 


The other factor can be easily discovered. 
This religion gave the Jews a much loftier idea of 
God; or, to put it more correctly, it gave them the 
idea of a much sublimer God. Whoever believed 
in this God, participated to an extent in his great- 
ness, and could feel himself exalted. To an unbe- 
liever this may not be so self-evident; one might 
comprehend it more readily by alluding to the self- 
assurance of an Englishman who happens to be in 
a foreign country at the time of rebellion—a feel- 
ing that a subject of a continental small state does 
not possess. -The Englishman feels assured—and 
the rebels, too, know very well, that should a hair 
be touched on his head, his government would 
send a battleship to protect him, whereas the small 
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state does not even possess a battleship. The 
pride in the greatness of the British Empire is the 
root of the sense of greater security and protection 
that the Englishman enjoys. A similar feeling 
may prevail in the case of the idea of a sublime 
God. The pride in God’s greatness merges with 
the consciousness of being the chosen people, for 
no one will contend that God needs assistance in 
the management of the world. 


There is a precept among the commandments 
of the religion of Moses, which is far more signi- 
ficant than is usually recognized. That precept is 
the prohibition to make an image of God, which 
means, that one must worship a God who cannot 
be perceived. I suppose that Moses has in this 
point surpassed the stringency of the Aton-reli- 
gion. Perhaps, he only wanted to be consistent, 
for his God had no name or image; or it might 
have been a new provision against magic abuses. 
But once this prohibition was accepted, it exerted 
a far-reaching influence, for it signified the subor- 
dination of sense experience to an abstract idea. 
It was the triumph of spirituality over sensuous- 
ness, or strictly speaking, the renunciation of an 
instinct, which necessarily had its psychological 
consequences. 


This interpretation may not be acceptable be- 
cause it does not seem plausible at first sight. But 
we recall other events of a similar nature in the 
development of human civilization. The earliest 
of them, perhaps the most important one, recedes 
into the hoary past. Yet the astounding influence 
it exerted compels us to assume its existence. We 
find among children, adult neurotics, as well as 
primtive peoples, a spiritual phenomenon that we 
designate as the belief in the ‘omnipotence of 
thought.” In my opinion, it is an overestimation 
of the influence which our mental (in this case, in- 
tellectual) acts may exert on the changes in the 


external world. Basically, all magic art, which is 


the precursor of modern technique, rests on this 
assumption. But here belong also the magic of 
words and the convincing power that is associated 
with the pronouncement of a name. I assume that 
“omnipotence of thought’. expressed the pride 
that human’ty took in the development of speech, 
which affected so tremendously the progress of in- 
tellectual activity. It opened a new realm of spir- 
itual life in which ideas, memories and acts of con- 
clusion were the criteria, as against the lower psy- 
chic activities which operate through the immedi- 
ate perceptions of the sense organs. It was, in- 
deed, one of the most important stages on the 
road of man’s self-realization. 


Another event of a later period appears far 
more comprehensible to us. Under the influence 
of external factors, which need not be investigated 
here and which are to an extent insufficiently 
known, it so happened that the matriarchial soc- 
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iety was replaced by the patriarchal system. Nat- 
urally, this resulted in the breakdown of the for- 
mer socio-legal relationships. Some maintain that 
this revolution may be traced in Aeschylus’ Ores- 
tea. This turn from the mother to the father is, 
moreover, a demonstration of the victory of spir- 
ituality over sensuousness that is a definite cultural 
progress. Motherhood is accepted on the evid- 
ence of the senses, whereas fatherhood is an as- 
sumption built on a preposition and conclusion. 
The elevation of the thought process above sense 
perception, has proven to be a far-reaching step. 
Sometime between the two events mentioned 
above, there occurred another process which is 
closely related to one in the history of religion, 
which I have already treated. Man was compel- 
led to recognize “spiritual” forces as such; that 
is, those that are not apprehended by the senses, 
especially by sight, and which yet exert unquestion- 
able and even overpowering influence. If we may 
rely on linguistic evidence, we find that the moving 
air was the first symbol of spirituality, since the 
name “spirit” is derived from “‘air breeze” ani- 
mus, Spiritus, Hebrew: ruah, German: Hauch. 
Thus, the soul was also discovered to be the spir- 
itual principle of the individual. The moving air 
was observed in the breathing of man which ceas- 
ed with his death. Even today we say of a dead 
person “he gave up his ghost” or “breathed his 
last.” Now that the realm of spirits was revealed 
to man, he was ready to endow everything else in 
nature with the soul that he discovered in himself. 
The entire world became animated, and science, 
which entered so much later, had its hands full in 
trying to de-animate at least part of the world, 
and is to this day still coping with the problem. 
Through the Mosaic prohibition, God was 
elevated to a superior level of spirituality and a 
new course was opened for further variations of 
the God idea. This may require further investi- 
gation. For the present, we are concerned with 
another effect of the same prohibition. This kind 
of progress in spirituality has the power of in- 
creasing one’s self-esteem and sense of pride, so 
that one may feel superior to those who still tarry 
in the path of sensuousness. We know that 
Moses endowed the Jews with the exalted feeling 
that they were a chosen people. The dematerial- 
ization of God added a new and most valuable 
element to their national treasure. The Jews pre- 
served the tendency toward spiritual interests. 
The political misfortunes of the nation taught 
them how to evaluate their Scripture—the only 
possession that was left to them. Immediately 
after the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem 
by Titus, Jochanan ben Zaccai, obtained permis- 
sion to open the first School for the Torah in 
Yavne. Ever since, it was the Holy Script and 
the spiritual fostering thereof, that have kept the 
dispersed people together. 
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All that is generally known and accepted. I 
only wanted to emphasize that this characteristic 
development of the Jews had its origin in the 
Mosaic prohibition to worship God in a visible 
image. 


The pre-eminence that was given to spiritual 
pursuit in the life of the Jewish people for almost 
2,000 years, naturally had its effect. It helped in 


War On The Non-Citizen 


FOR YEARS the reactionaries in Congress have 
been clamoring for alien registration legisla- 
tion. They came close to success in the Hoover 
Administration. They had the Congressional 
votes, and Hoover was ready to sign a registra- 
tion bill if Congress had passed it. But Congress 
adjourned before a vote could be taken. Since 
then urgent legislation due to the depression neces- 
sarily had the right of way. Now there are again 
several alien registration bills before Congress. 


The very first bills, years ago, were sponsored 
by Secretary of Labor Davis, who is now United 
States Senator from Pennsylvania. They called 
for compulsory registration, and were regarded as 
too drastic. Later, Senator Blease brought in a 
bill, for voluntary alien registration, which was 
also an Administration bill. It called for volun- 
tary registration because that sounded better and 
mollified the opponents of compulsory registra- 
tion. However, voluntary registration would in 
effect be compulsory. The immigrant who would 
not register voluntarily would arouse the suspicion 
that he came into the country illegally and was 
therefore unable to register. Self protection 
would compel him to register. 


When the advocates of alien registration lost 
patience with the Federal Congress they turned 
hopefully. to the State legislatures. There results 
came quickly. The Michigan legislature passed a 
very drastic alien registration act. When the con- 
stitutionality of the Act was contested, the court 
evaded the issue by ruling that such legislation was 
within the province of the Federal Congress and 
not of the State legislatures. But that ruling 
checked further action by the States, and the ad- 
vocates of alien legislation renewed their battle in 
Congress. 


The word “alien” has almost as ugly a sound 
now as in war time. Technically, it means an un- 
naturalized immigrant; psychologically it comes 
perilously close to the word “enemy”. It is unfor- 
tunate that the term “alien’’ is used, as it creates a 
prejudice which puts the opponents of the pro- 
posed legislation at a serious disadvantage. 
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taming the brutal and violent tendencies which are 
usually exhibited by nations whose ideal is muscu- 
lar prowess. The harmonious development of 
spiritual and physical activity, which was attained 
by the Greeks, was never reached by the Jews. 
However, when there was a conflict between the 
two, the Jews decided in favor of the more exalted 


values. 
Translated by ALEXANDER S. KOHANSKI 


® by Joseph Schlossberg 


On the face of it registration legislation seems 
entirely harmless. Don’t we all register at times? 
We do. So does the immigrant when he arrives 
in this country. Citizens are not compelled to re- 
gister as a class—as citizens. The proposed legis- 
lation would take all the immigrants in this coun- 
try, who had already been registered at the port 
of entry, and permitted by the Federal govern- 
ment to land and stay in the country, and compel 
them to re-register and carry an identification tag 
with them. At present, the indignity of compul- 
sory finger-printing is imposed only upon criminals 
or persons charged with crime. The proposed 
legislation would compel the finger-printing of 
three million people or more, who are charged 
with no crime, who came into the country with the 
government’s official permission, earn their livelli- 
hood honestly, are good neighbors, and look for- 
ward to the time when they might receive their 
naturalization papers. 

We are told that the illegally entered immig- 
rant would be caught in the registration dragnet 
and sent out of the country. On the contrary. 
Registration would protect him. The person who 
was able to buy an illegal entry into this country 
would be no less able to buy a registration certific- 
ate from an inspector. A registration law is sure 
to produce corruption: page our old friend Pro- 
hibition. Read the story of Chinese registration 
about a half century ago. There were perhaps 
fewer than 100,000 Chinese in this country, but 
an army of inspectors and spies were let loose 
upon them. Inspectors sold certificates to all 
Chinese who were able to pay. The number of 
white aliens in this country is estimated at three or 
four million. What a field for extortionists wear- 
ing government badges! The illegal immigrant 
would buy his certificate and be safer under regis- 
tration than he is now. He might even register 
and obtain his certificate in a “straight”? way, by 
using the name of a legal immigrant who had died 
or left the country. 

But while the bootleg alien might be safe and 
comfortable, many a legitimate one will be unable 
to register and therefore be subject to deportation. 
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As is well known, the manifests of some ships 
were destroyed by fire. The aliens, whose names 
were contained on those lists, will be unable to 
prove that they entered the country legally. In 
numerous cases the foreign names, which are dif- 
ficult to the American immigration official, are so 
changed by wrong spelling that they will not cor- 
respond to the immigrants’ names when spelled 
correctly; therefore, denial of registration and, 
then, deportation. Registration officially brands 
the aliens as an inferior class of human beings, a 
sort of moral lepers. They are all assumed to be 
criminals, though they are here legally, by right, 
with the consent of the government. Millions of 
them will be made marked men and women, sub- 
ject to the whim, caprice, and possible corruption 
of someone with authority to ask them for a pass- 
port. We are told that all that is for the purpose 
of detecting the frequently undetectable bootleg 
immigrants. But millions of honest and law-abid- 
ing people will be made to suffer humiliation be- 
cause of that. As they violate no existing law, 
special laws are to be created, which many immig- 
rants, being strangers, might, with their best inten- 
tions, violate by a slip somewhere. When a citi- 
zen fails to register for the purpose of voting he 
commits no crime, but if an alien should for some 
reason neglect to register, he would be punished 
by a heavy fine, long imprisonment and deporta- 
tion. 


Alien registration must lead to a universal pass- 
port system for citizens as well as aliens—the 
good old Czarist passport system. ‘There is no 
mark of Cain by which a government inspector 
may be able to distinguish a citizen from an alien. 
Under our mass production system, all dress alike, 
eat alike and live alike. The naturalized citizens 
will be compelled to carry their citizenship papers 
with them, and native Americans, their birth certi- 
ficates. But how about those native Americans 
who were born in communities where no birth 
records were kept? How will they show that they 
entered the country legally? Will they be de- 
ported? And where to? 


The convenient theory is that fewer workers 
mean more employment. Therefore, if the illegal 
immigrants are removed from the country there 
will be more jobs for the remaining workers. No 
one knows just how many deportable aliens there 
are in this country, and what effect their elimina- 
tion might have upon the job opportunities for 
tens of millions of workers. The vital fact is, 
however, that present time unemployment is due 
not to too many workers, but to too many 
machines, and too many other evils, which the 
registration and deportation of aliens would not 
abolish. We have widespread unemployment de- 
spite the strictest immigration laws we have ever 
had. Increasing mechanization of industry, dis- 
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placing labor ever more, will go on regardless of 
registration. Deportation will not solve the un- 
employment problem. Let us bear in mind this 
vital fact: in the past decade (the depression per- 
iod) nearly a quarter of a million more persons 
left the United States than came in. Far from be- 
ing a ‘‘means of checking unemployment,” alien 
registration will be a means for breaking strikes 
and hampering organization of labor. 

It is my conviction that the registration scheme 
is aimed not at aliens as such, not even at illegal 
immigrants, but at the labor movement. What 
will be the position of the immigrant worker in the 
factory under a registration system? He will ac- 
cept any condition imposed upon him by the em- 
ployer, because of the fear of being exposed or 
persecuted. There is the danger that he will be 
compelled to stay away from unions when his fel- 
low workers are organizing, and to act as strike- 
breaker in case of a strike. His protection from 
deportation will lie largely in standing by the em- 
ployer and against his own fellow-workers. The 
legal immigrant and the illegal one will be in the 
same predicament. They may be gathered in as 
“reds” and “radicals”, if they are active in the 
labor movement, and deported. In case of a 
strike, especially a prolonged one, and particularly 
if the alien is doing picket duty, he may be ar- 
rested as a public charge, being ‘‘without means of 
support,” and deported for that reason. The psy- 
chological effect of a registration system on the 
alien worker is indicated by the terror the injunc- 
tion brings to strikers, Americans as well as aliens, 
and by the way the innocent population census had 
terrorized many people who feared deportation as 
a result of the census. 

The workers will be violently torn into two hos- 
tile groups; one, whose members are not deport- 
able and may, therefore, fight in self-defense; the 
other, because its members are deportable, will be 
compelled to support the employers in their efforts 
to lower working conditions. 

There is also the danger of some workers them- 
selves becoming informers and denouncing the 
aliens to the authorities on the theory that the 
fewer the workers the more employment. That 
would be adding demoralization to misfortune. 


At the time of this writing hearings are ex- 
pected to be held in Washington by the Senate 
Committee on Immigration on Senate bill 408, in- 
troduced by Senator Robert F. Reynolds, of 
North Carolina. The bill provides for the estab- 
lishment of an Alien Registration Board, which is 
to be composed of representatives of the Secre- 
taries of War, State, Labor and of the Attorney 
General. Significantly enough, the War Depart- 
ment representative is to be its chairman. The 
bill provides not only for the finger-printing of ap- 
plicants for immigration visas, but also for the 
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nation-wide registration and finger-printing of all 
aliens already in the United States. As stated 
above, the registration of non-citizens would, in 
effect, lead to a passport system also for citizens. 


The bill requires the immigrant to renew his 
registration each year and every time he changes 
his address. He must pay a dollar as the first 
registration fee and fifty cents for each renewal; 
to many immigrants these are important items. 
If for any reason an immigrant should fail to 
register or renew his registration he would be 
fined up to $10,000, or imprisoned up to five 
years, or both, and after the payment of the fine 
and the completion of the prison sentence he would 
be deported. The viciousness and cruelty of this 
provision are just amazing. 


There are also other bills before Congress 
aimed at aliens. Senate bill 407 would reduce 
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present immigration quotas by 90 percent. Senate 
bill 409 would stop immigration to the United 
States for ten years. A bill by Senator McKeller 
provides for registration every six months and the 
deportation of all aliens who fail to be naturalized 
within five years. Under that bill the arbitrary re- 
fusal by a judge to grant naturalization would 
compel the deportation of an immigrant who is in 
every respect desirable. There are also similar 
bills in the House of Representatives. One of the 
latter provides for the registration of American 
born children of aliens. 

Hitler and Mussolini are depriving many mil- 
lions of people of their human rights and dignity 
in their home countries. Some of them come here 
because this country offers them an opportunity to 
live as civilized human beings. Shall we make 
them feel that Hitler’s and Musssolini’s hands are 
long enough to reach out for them in this country ? 


Hitler Begins To Hate 


| heat IS the origin of the pathological hate 
.in which every page of Mein Kampf is 
steeped? It would be pointless at this date to re- 
hash the doctrines and objectives which Hitler has 
made our daily fare, but the question of “how he 
got that way” still teases the mind. Upon what 
meat did this, our Ceasar, feed? 


Most reviewers characterize Mein Kampf as a 
hysterical, badly written, poorly organized out- 
pouring of a disordered mind. That is a mistake 
—a tragic mistake insofar as it has contributed to 
the wilful underestimation of Hitler’s capacities 
and of the power of his program. Hitler states 
his case with eloquence, and frequently with bril- 
liance. His analysis of propaganda and organiza- 
tion technique is sober, shrewd and extremely ad- 
roit. The note of madness is supplied not by his 
intellectual processes which are cunning, and un- 
fortunately all too rational, but by his emotional 
tone, the fury of hate which wells up persistently. 
This hate, which has a variety of objects but 
reaches its apogee in Jew-hatred, is too intense 
and pervasive to be explained solely in terms of 
prejudice and political expediency. These factors 
are tremendously important, but the tide of hate 
that engulfs the reader springs from some inner 
abyss, some wound of personality which is still fes- 
tering. His anti-Semitism is too frenzied to be 
contained within the theoretical boundaries of 
“philosophic” German anti-Semitism. It is too 
passionate to be merely publicistic, and despite its 
vulgarity, it differs from the unimaginative por- 
nography of a Julius Streicher. Through its very 
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intensity, it becomes almost grandiose in scope— 
the Jew, the enemy of mankind, with whom the 
noble Aryan must do eternal battle. 


Hitler himself tells what started him on his 
career of hate. The five miserable years as an un- 
known house-painter in Vienna, the most wretched 
in his life according to his own account, were to 
bear fruit. Every blow to his vanity, the morbid 
vanity of an unknown “man of destiny,” set the 
mold for all his subsequent rancors. His hatred 
of Marxism stems from this period, when he went 
jobless because he would not join trade-unions, 
and his refusal to join unions was due less to an 
ideological opposition than to his dread of being 
submerged by an organization with a pattern and 
leadership of its own. He was to create new 
movements, not join existing ones. 


His hatred of Jews springs from the same time. 
“Gradually I began to hate them,” he exclaims 
and he proceeds to explain. The reason is pathet- 
ically simple: one could never outargue a Jew. 
Hitler would have discussions with Marxist work- 
men and harangue away their objections. He 
saved many souls but “no Jew could ever be freed 
from his opinion.” The children of Israel con- 
founded him with their dialectical subtleties. 
There was no end to argument. No sooner had 
he composed a rejoinder than a fresh question or 
intellectual challenge would appear. The “‘diabo- 
lical adroitness” of these Hebrews, the endless 
queries and counter-queries left him no victories. 
And so the answer escapes him—“T began to hate 
them.”” The Jew becomes the symbol of the reas- 
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oning, inquiring mind which cannot be silenced, 
which does not accept authority uncritically, and 
which, therefore, must be destroyed. 

Hitler’s rage at all democratic procedures has 
the same motivation. Some of his most vitriolic 
diatribes are directed against parliaments, and al- 
ways the cause of the enmity is clear. Parliament 
is a place where people discuss, where two sides 
are given, where the process of conviction is fluid, 
not static. And in such a process Hitler cannot 
function. He is temperamentally incapable of dis- 
cussion. He can orate, be oracular, but he cannot 
debate. His ratiocination is, of itself and for its 
purposes, a consistent structure, but he has not the 
nimbleness of wit, the mental dexterity, for a play 
of ideas. From this spring his frequentally reiter- 
ated admonitions against ‘‘objectivity,” which per- 
mits doubt to sap the vigor of one’s own position. 
Over and over, one feels his instinctive horror of 
a form of government in which it is not enough to 
win once, but where a position has to be constantly 
redefended against new circumstances and new 
intellectual adversaries. 

His famous love of solitude may very well 
spring from the same cause. When is a man safer 
from questions, from criticism voiced and un- 
voiced, than when he is alone? Perhaps even his 
failure to marry (his very normal emphasis on 
marriage and the biological function of women 
makes it hard to believe that he is homosexual) is 
due to his inability to endure the close impinge- 
ment of another personality. 

Everywhere one stumbles on this sick vanity 
which furnishes the drive for whatever he feels 
and believes. He hates the intellectual, the edu- 
cated man, because he is hiniself a man “without 
diplomas.” He is contemptuous of Jewish lingu- 
istic talents and even opposes the teaching of lan- 
guages to the young because he himself knows 
only German. This sense of his own frustrated 
powers escapes him even in the midst of his voci- 
ferous jubilation at-being able to fight for the 
Fatherland: ‘‘During these months (at the front) 
I felt for the first time the full force of the mali- 
cious fate which kept me at-the front, in the spot 
where the chance gesture of any Negro might 
shoot me down while in another place I might 
have done very different service for the Father- 
land’’—a curious sentiment for an eager warrior! 


He boasts of the intellectual rigidity, the insula- 
tion to ideas, which is his weakness and his 
strength. Long ago he formed his image of the 
world and of that image hé writes subsequently, 
“there was nothing I had to change.” One can 
believe him. It is terrifying to see the persistence 
of every early belief and aversion. The Czechs 
were marked for slaughter in his boyhood—he 
didn’t like them. And so with every other atti- 
tude of the present. 
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If anyone still has questions as to Hitler’s 
future policies, he had better examine Mein 
Kampf. Those who hope for a break in the 
Rome-Berlin axis should remember that years ago 
Hitler announced that the South-Tyrol Germans 
would never interfere with his friendship for ‘‘the 
Great Man across the Alps.’’ Those who wonder 
what will be his Catholic policy, should bear in 
mind that it is part of Hitler’s technique not “‘to 
confuse the mass mind with two adversaries.” 
Concentrate on one—the Jew, and call every- 
thing that you oppose ‘‘Jewish”’ because it is “part 
of a great leader’s genius to make even widely 


' separated adversaries appear as if they belonged 


to one category.’’ Otherwise, doubt may set in. 
The matter of the Versailles treaty? Hitler has 
announced that the rectification of that treaty is 
not worth blood-shed. If there are any honest 
‘‘appeasers”’ left, let them consider that Hitler’s 
plans include ‘‘a peace . . . founded on the victor- 
ious sword of a lordly people that puts the world 
to work for a higher culture.” 


Hitler knows what he wants and he is on his 
way. His cohorts are well-drilled in the chief 
tenet of the faith: ‘““Concede no glimmer of justice 
to the other side.” In the meantime, the twen- 
tieth-century world, paralyzed by the anachronistic 
spectacle of a simple mind advancing simply to its 
goal, gapes in Hamletian indecision. Hitler, 
whose resolution is never “‘sicklied o’er’” by 
thought, advances secure in the conviction that 
every one “who picks up the Jewish (democratic) 
press in the morning without seeing himself slan- 
dered has put in the past day to no purpose.” In 
a sense, the Jew plays a glorious role in Mein 
Kampf. He becomes the arch-protagonist of the 
whole thinking, reasoning world to whose over- 
throw Hitler is dedicated. 
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Investment Capital For Palestine 


OR THE past two months the eyes of Jewry 

were turned to London with anxiety as to the 
action which the British government may take in 
order to bring about ‘“‘peace and co-operation” be- 
tween the Jews and Arabs. This anxiety resulted 
in an over-emphasis on the value of the political 
decisions that may be reached by Downing Street 
and does not fully coincide with the situation of 
the Yishuv. The ultimate results of our efforts in 
Palestine are dependent just as much, if not more 
so, on the economic strength, the compactness of 
organization, and the measure of determination 
of the Yishuv. Furthermore, because of the con- 
centration on the political situation we are apt to 
overlook the urgent problems facing the Yishuv in 
general and the Histadrut in particular. This un- 
balanced attitude may even be the cause of consid- 
erable harm by conveying the impression that with 
probable changes in the political attitude of the 
British government, our efforts may be in vain. 
Fortunately, the Jewish community in Palestine 
did not permit the political uncertainty to affect its 
initiative nor to slacken its tempo. 


What are the concrete problems facing the Pal- 
estine Jewish community? There are quite a 
number of them. There is, of course, the prob- 
lem of defense, in which the Histadrut is playing 
the leading role. The problem of employment is 
likewise being solved by the initiative of the His- 
tadrut with the co-operation of other forces in the 
community. One outstanding problem that the 
Histadrut in particular is facing is the shortage of 
operating and investment capital. The progress 
of the development of many of the Histadrut pro- 
jects in the rural districts, as well as in the cities, is 
hampered because of inadequate funds for capital 
investments. The difficulty consists in the fact 
that the money available cannot be used to extend 
long term credits and the interest rates are much 
too high. At a conference of agricultural workers 
held recently in Tel Aviv, this problem was earn- 
estly discussed. While on the whole the confer- 
ence reported considerable progress in the devel- 
opment and consolidation of the rural settlements, 
it registered, in rather’ severe terms, the difficulties 
encountered by the settlements, as well as by the 
individual workers in financing their ventures. 
The cry was practically unanimous that the monies 
borrowed were obtained on too short terms, neces- 
sitating the frequent search for financial sources 
and that the interest charges were too high and 
constitute a serious burden on the economy of the 

rural settlers. 
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It appears that the financial institutions, in spite 
of their willingness and readiness to co-operate 
with the agricultural settlements, are unable to 
adequately supply their financial needs. Money in 
Palestine is generally loaned out at high rates of 
interest; the legal rate being 9% per annum. 
Many private individuals or private banks charge 
even more than 9%. When the legal costs in- 
volved are added, the rates may go up to as high 
as twelve or fourteen percent. The city borrower 
may somehow cope with such charges, but not so 
the farmer. He has to work at a very close mar- 
gin. His income is limited, his profits are small 
and his turnover of the borrowed capital is prac- 
tically nil. He therefore frequently breaks down 
under the burden of the interest charges. The 
agricultural workers affliated with the Histadrut, 
fortunately are not exposed to such usurious rates. 
The Jewish Agency, Nir, and the Workers’ Bank 
have occasionally at their disposal limited amounts 
of capital that are loaned out at reasonable rates, 
ranging from four to seven percent. But the sup- 
ply of such capital is very limited and cannot satis- 
fy the needs of the settlements or the individual 
laborer and very frequently even Nir and the 
Workers’ Bank or the Loan and Savings Societies 
have to charge between seven and nine percent for 
monies they advance to agricultural settlements. 
The following quotations from statements made 
by a number of veteran and representative mem- 
bers of the rural settlements at the above men- 
tioned conference will indicate the extent of the 
problem as it exists: 


“The interest rates are generally very high. The 
director of Nir tells us that Nir does not have sufficient 
funds, only half a million pounds, and that Nir also has 
to pay interest, but . . . whoever provides money to the 
farmer at a high rate of interest, is likely to do him harm 
instead of good.” 

* * * 


“Our colonization work is not cheap and cannot be so. 
As to the charges made against our financial institutions, 
we are to remember the fact that these institutions receive 
most of their funds from the sale of obligations on which 
they have to pay interest. The difficulty i is not altogether 
in the interest charges; it is more so in the fact that the 
credits are for short terms. It is impossible for an agri- 

culturist to repay both the principal and the interest in a 
short period of time. For the building up of our agri- 
cultural settlements we need national funds extended in 
long term loans and with low interest charges.” 


* * * 


“Much private capital has been invested in the work- 
ers’ settlements,. approximately 40% of the total in- 
vested. These loans direct from private organizations 
endanger the independence of these agricultural units. 
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It is different if private capital is mobilized through the 
Histadrut financial institutions such as the Worker's 
Bank, Nir, etc. Let us not complain of the rate of inter- 
est that we are paying to them. Let us rather pay the 
charges to our own institutions so that they may mobilize 
ample capital and safeguard the independence of our 
agricultural units.’’ 

The problem of rural financing is not unique of 
Palestine. It is universal. Even the United 
States is not free from this difficulty. But the 
agriculturist in most civilized countries has a gov- 
ernment that fs concerned with his welfare and 
comes to his rescue whenever he finds himself in 
distress. The United Sttaes government has re- 
cently enacted a number of financial and other 
regulations which have eased the farmer’s burden. 
Such is not the lot of the agricultural workers in 
Palestine. They are not aided by a friendly or 
paternal government. They have to find the solu- 
tion to their problems by themselves. 

As already mentioned, the problem is not lim- 
ited to the agriculturist. The Histadrut is also 
faced with a housing problem, both in the cities 
and in the rural districts. It is more acute in the 
rural sections because there has been a large in- 
crease in the number of laborers during the past 
two years, as a result of the disturbances. Thus 
the lack of capital is handicapping “‘Shikun’’, the 
Histadrut housing co-operative, in its work. One 
could name many more co-operatives which are 
laboring under the difficulties caused by the scar- 
city of operating capital. 

The Histadrut is making an heroic effort to 
cope with this situation. It has a number of insti- 
tutions designed to provide the needed credits to 
the settlements and co-operatives within its frame- 
work. It has built up the loan and savings associ- 
ations with a membership of over twenty-five 
thousand. These associations have accumulated 
considerable funds. Their paid in capital and sav- 
ings amount to over two million dollars. Nir is 
another important financial institution of the His- 
tadrut. Established mainly to finance the agri- 
cultural and rural projects, Nir succeeded in rais- 
ing considerable sums since its establishment. 
These sums amount to over two and a half million 
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dollars. The Workers’ Bank is the oldest His- 
tadrut financial institution. It has been organized 
seventeen years ago to provide the credit needs of 
the Histadrut co-operatives. It has grown stead- 
ily in its usefulness, as well as in its resources. 
Today it is operating capital resources of four 
million dollars, out of which the sum of nine hun- 
dred thousand dollars is made up of paid in 
capital and reserves. 


These institutions are doing their utmost to fur- 
nish the needed capital, but due to the rapid 
growth and development of the Yishuy, much 
larger sums are required. We in the United 
States have a job todo. We can provide the His- 
tadrut institutions with investment capital. We 
must learn to differentiate between a contribution 
to a general fund that takes care of social service 
activities and investment capital which goes into 
projects that are classified as_profit-bearing. 
Without in the least minimizing the urgent 
need of generous contributions to the funds being 
raised for the various activities of the Histadrut, 
it is nevertheless obvious that the capital require- 
ments can never be supplied by contributions. 
The Histadrut constitutes a well-organized body 
and its individual units, whether industrial or agri- 
cultural are efficiently managed. Together they 
form a solid economic structure that deserves our 
confidence in their ability to invest capital and to 
repay it when called upon to do so. The Work- 
ers’ Bank has now a representative in the United 
States. ‘A national committee representing all 
Labor Zionist groups has been formed to co-oper- 
ate with this representative and to help him obtain 
additional capital by selling shares of the bank, or 
by obtaining large sums as long term deposits. 


This undertaking deserves the support of all 
those sincerely interested in the development of 
our homeland. Additional capital at the disposal 
of the bank will mean more liberal! credits for the 
various units of the Histadrut and easing the 
heavy burden now carried by the rural settlements 
and by the city co-operatives. It will also allow 
greater progress and a more rapid tempo to be 
attained in the work of reconstruction. 


The Task Of German Jews 


i’ IS necessary for both the American born 
Jews as well as those who have immigrated 
from Germany, to reach a better mutual under- 
standing than was reached with previous groups 
of immigrants. The numerous values which 


either group can communicate to the other are, as 
all genuine values, hidden ones. Only earnest and 
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patient endeavor of all the people concerned will 
enable us to utilize them. 


The intellectual dilemma of the German Jew is 
really characteristic of every Jew of our era. It 
reveals itself to us with such a painful distinctness 
because we were driven out of our old grooves 
and ruthlessly compelled by our fate to an analysis 
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of our past, present and future. I dare to contend 
that the intellectual situation of each Western 
Jew, unless he belongs to the religious or Zionist 
orthodoxy, is basically not less imperilled and in- 
secure. The difference is only this that one who 
loses all external safeguards of a political, social 
and financial character will be more ready to con- 
cede that he has never had an intellectual foothold 
and that his idol was but a colossus with feet of 
clay. The German Jew is more than ever exposed 
to that necessity. It was perhaps less pressing be- 
fore emigration when the degree of distress was 
too overwhelming to allow of free thought than 
afterward, when one’s establishment in a new 
home is at stake. If one is of a sufficiently clear 
mind and possesses merciless sincerity toward him- 
self, one will realize the tragedy of the unnatural 
situation of being a Jew on the strength of his ex- 
traction, fate and appearance, but not as a result 
of free will and conviction. To a thinking human 
being this situation is unbearable. 


Why is this problem characteristic only of the 
Western Jew of our epoch? Before the emanci- 
pation the non-Jewish world was unknown to the 
Jews. The Jews neither belonged to it nor was 
assimilation to it one of the objectives. To be a 
Jew was taken a matter of course and accepted 
without questioning as a natural condition even 
when religious ties had grown loose. This is still 
the case of the Eastern Jew; at least it was until 
recently. The situation of the Western Jew is en- 
tirely different. He has been educated as a 
staunch American, French or German citizen. To 
him Judaism has usually meant no more than a 
faded recollection of Sunday school lessons. Mil- 
lions of educated Western Jews have undoubtedly 
lost all faith in religion. The Western Jew knows 
that he is a Jew, but he suffers from the painful 
pressure of the “why” because he refuses to ack- 
nowledge his natural condition as a Jew without 
hesitation. 


Outside of Germany it is hardly known that the 
first years after the National-Socialist revolution 
brought with them an unforeseen and promising 
Jewish reform movement. Jewish magazines and 
books attained a tremendous circulation; Jewish 
theaters were frequented and people studied Heb- 
rew. Apart from a few exceptions, all these en- 
deavors have not continued. The external pres- 
sure might be blamed for the subsiding of this in- 
terest within Germany. After emigration, how- 
ever, when people enjoy unfettered opportunity to 
engage in Jewish activities, the overwhelming 
majority of the emigrant Jews try to get rid of 
every outer and inner tie to Judaism. Conversion 
to Christianity is not uncommon. Thus it seems 


evident that Judaism has not sufficient vigor to re- 
conquer our people permanently. 
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This is why an intellectual renaissance of Juda- 
ism in a religious meaning can hardly be expected 
from a majority of the immigrants. We can, 
however, expect something else. It might be 
doubted whether history will serve as a teacher. 
Only one’s own experience teaches, warns and 
points to new ways. More than any other eman- 
cipated group of Jews since 1492, the German 
Jews have experienced the downfall of a seeming- 
ly harmonious and secure life. We hope that this 
experience of the Jewish fate will create, at least 
in some individuals, a deeper understanding of the 
nature of the Jewish question which is the decisive 
presupposition of every Jewish planning or policy. 
Not superiority in ability or intellect, but a higher 
degree of understanding derived from his bitter 
experience, gives the German Jew in America 
a “mission”. It is up to him to spread his un- 
derstanding of the Jewish question everywhere, 
not primarily in the form of reports about 
Nazi cruelty which move the hearts of people only 
momentarily, but for the purpose of inducing the 
Jews themselves to think of remedies. He must 
show the detrimental effects resulting from the 
split of Jewish life into too many factions. He 
has to demonstrate how inadequate the present 
Jewish propaganda is. This propaganda, like the 
activity of the “Centralverein” in Germany before 
1933, is confined to defense and thus ignores the 
fact that today only attack is sufficient and that 
each opposition movement creates in the reader 
only doubt and distrust instead of conviction and 
the will to fight. We must make people aware of 
the fact that, apart from the wickedness and stu- 
pidity of the foe, strong objective conditions ag- 
gravate the Jewish question, such as the dispro- 
portionate distribution of Jews in the various 
vocations and their concentration in the big cities. 


It is not a new theory that a foreigner is usual- 
ly a better judge of his new environment than 
those who have been brought up in it, since tradi- 
tion and custom prevent them from an unpreju- 
diced judgment. We know that the majority of 
German immigrants have not yet fulfilled that mis- 
sion. They repeat their old mistakes and attempt 
another unlimited assimilation. Furthermore, 
they repeat the mistake of all former generations 
of immigrants. By too close affiliation with one 
another they fail to find the way to the hearts and 
minds of the American Jews. Our conclusions 
might be unpleasant, but it should not lead to 
resignation. In Judaism, as well as elsewhere in 
the world, each reform-movement has been 
started by a few individuals and has never been a 
democratic mass drive from the beginning. No 
stone should remain unturned to make this under- 
standing of our task within the Jewry of this coun- 
try one of the general public. This and only this, 
is the mission of the German Jew in America. 
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England “Appeases” The Arabs 


I DOUBT whether any of the members of the 
Jewish delegation to the late and unlamented 
Palestine Conference in London were in the mood 
or had the patience to learn something of the his- 
tory of the Palace of St. James where the British 
Government recently attempted to apply the prin- 
ciples of British statesmanship to the problems of 
the Holy Land. Had Palestine’s representatives 
done so, they would have learned that the Palace 
occupies the site of a leper hospital founded in 
very early times and that it was a religious foun- 
dation dedicated to St. James the Less, Bishop of 
Jerusalem. 

I confess that it is dificult to draw any precise 
moral from this historical association of St. 
James’s Palace with Palestine and one of the most 
parlous of human afflictions. Though Mr. Mal- 
colm Macdonald, the British Colonial Secretary, 
was certainly unaware of the first dedication to a 
Bishop of Jerusalem of the meeting place of Pal- 
estine’s representatives, something of the original 
purpose of the place must have been psychologic- 
ally in his mind for, throughout the Conference 
proceedings, he treated Palestine as something in 
the nature of a leper colony to be shunned and 
quarantined and, if possible to be abandoned. 

That, in fact, is the impression that has been 
created in the mind of the British public (if, in- 
deed, it has a mind in these matters) by the tedi- 
ously protracted proceedings at St. James’s Palace. 
One of the most regrettable things about the post- 
War history of Palestine is that, despite the 
drama of the return of the “people of the Book” 
to their ancient homeland and the miracle of their 
achievements there during the past twenty years, 
and despite the dramatic significance of the asso- 
ciation of the British Empire with the Holy Land, 
there has been little interest in, and less knowledge 
of Palestine among the people of Great Britain in 
all the years since this country assumed the trustee- 
ship for the land of the Jewish, Christian and 
Moslem faiths and undertook the Mandate to re- 
create the nationhood of the Jewish people on the 
soil of its ancestors. 

This lack of concern for and knowledge of Pal- 
estine, and especially of the import of the Jewish 
National Home, is as much a reflection on the 
Jewish national movement as it is on the British 
Government. It is not a comforting commentary 
on Jewish efficiency and the machinery of Jewish 
national organization that the meaning, purpose 
and implications of the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine have left so little impress on the British 
mind. Only an insignificant section of the British 
public has any understanding of Jewish national 
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aspirations; the vast majority is either indifferent 
or hostile to them. 

Indifference and hostility have been added to by 
sheer bewilderment during the five weeks of “‘de- 
liberations” at St. James’s Palace. Even hard- 
boiled journalists, seasoned by long years of ex-. 
perience in reporting conferences, have been tried 
almost beyond endurance by the mystical contor- 
tions in which this Palestine Conference has twist- 
ed and wriggled through mazes of formal, in- 
formal, semi-formal discussions, talks and confer- 
ences and through innumerable full sessions, com- 
mittees, contacts, at round and triangular tables 
and through secret and semi-private conversations, 
all of which have led to nothing. 

In addition the British public has been regaled 
with an astonishing succession of semi-inspired 
“proposals” by the British Government represent- 
atives which, to this day, have not been given pub- 
lic declaration or definition. These began as pro- 
posals and became, in turn, positive, tentative, 
fluid and temporary and developed into “sugges- 
tions’ equally indefinite and bewildering. 

No wonder, then, that the great British public 
has adopted a “plague on both your houses” atti- 
tude and has come to regard Palestine and the 
Jewish National Home as a nuisance without any 
value. And it may well be that the present British 
Government has deliberately encouraged this view 
in order to push through a “solution’”’ of the Pales- 
tine problem by way of sacrificing the Jewish 
National Home, annulling its plighted word to the 
Jewish people and erasing the Mandate of Trus- 
teeship from the scrolls of international law and 
the League of Nations. 

Certain it is that the British Government is at- 
tempting to “cash in” on the general indifference 
towards Palestine and lack of understanding of 
the real problem. It relies also on the traditional 
British liking for the “spectacular” native of color- 
ful hue in garb and countenance and manner. The 
British love the flowing robes and rich trappings 
of the Arab sheiks and princes; they are less en- 
amoured of the drab and colorless apparel of the 
Western Jew who talks, more or less, in their own 
tongue and style. There is real sympathy for the 
Jew in his suffering at the hands of tyranny but no 
understanding of his aspirations and little patience 
with them. 

The whole trend of the British Government's 
direction of public opinion, in so far as it can be 
said to have tried to direct it, has been to depict 
the Arab as proud of his native soil of Palestine 
and struggling to preserve his nationhood against 
the all-powerful, energetic Jew pitting his Western 
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training against the quiet backwardness of the 
primitive native. Thus, on this view, the Arab re- 
quires “protection”. And who should give such 
protection but a British Government with the tra- 
ditional British policy of “liberating” the native— 
after, of course, a requisite and sufficiently long 
transition period of education and development of 
the capacity for self-dependence. 


In such a setting accusations of a British “be- 


trayal” of the Jewish people are not convincing to 
the public in England and it must be the most dif- 
ficult thing in the world to persuade the British 
“man in the street” that proposals to create an in- 
dependent Palestine state under Arab control, 
with ‘“‘safeguards” for a Jewish minority, is not a 
just solution of a bewildering problem of “‘conflict- 
ing interests and aspirations.” It will require a 
gigantic effort and the most skillful propaganda 
(of which the Jewish national movement has, 
hitherto, shown insufficient capacity) to convince 
the British public that Mr. Neville Chamberlain’s 
and Mr. Malcolm Macdonald’s plans for “ap- 
peasement” in Palestine are on a par with those 
which have led to the dismemberment and disap- 
pearance of Czechoslovakia, the betrayal of the 
Spanish Republic, the seizure of Memel and that, 
like them, the surrender of Palestine to the Arab 
terrorists of the Mufti, the brigand in clerical 
garb, is a mortal blow to international good faith 
and a threat to democracy. 


Herein lies the real perfidy of the present Brit- 
ish Government in relation to the Jewish people 
and the Jewish National Home in Palestine. It 
takes advantage of the indifference of the British 
people towards Palestine and the Jews, of its lack 
of knowledge and of its befoggment about “con- 
flicting interests,” “tentative proposals” and “fluid 
suggestions” to advance specious plans and ignoble 
intentions under the guise of a peaceful solution, 
knowing that an ignorant and indifferent elector- 
ate will not detect, and is not interested in detect- 
ing, the baseness of throwing overboard British 
good faith and thwarting the Jewish people, the 
sorely distraught Jewish people, in its attempt to 
re-establish itself in conditions of freedom and 
peace, in dignity and self-respect in the land of its 
forefathers. 

The British Government uses another screen 
for its perfidy towards the Jewish people—the in- 
ternational situation. It realizes only too well 
that the British people is preoccupied, and anxious- 
ly preoccupied, with the grim possibilities of strife 
in Europe. While the Government of Mr. Cham- 
berlain does little to allay these preoccupations 
and anxieties, it is shrewd enough to employ them 
to tell the British people, in effect, “we must get 
rid, at all costs, of this incubus in the Near East. 


After all, Palestine is only a small ‘side show’ and 
distracts our attention from bigger things.” That 
is a bait easy for Britons to swallow, and is an ex- 
hibition that, somewhere at least, Britain can be 
‘strong’. The British people have not, for a 
long time, heard the music of the words “Britain 
will impose her will’; even if applied only to little 
Palestine and to a defenseless Jewish people it is 
an encouraging tune for Britons who have, during 
the past six years, heard it only from the foul 
mouth of Nazi Germany. 


One other factor with which the British Govern- 
ment reckons and takes as sanction for its intended 
betrayal of Jewish national aspirations in Pales. 
tine is the callous hostility of that section of British 
Jewry, the super “Englishmen of the Jewish per- 
suasion” to whom a Jewish Palestine is as much 
anathema as it is to the Arabs. That section is 
still powerful and “‘has the ear’”’ of a government 
like that of the ultra conservative Mr. Chamber- 
lain. When Zionist spokesmen leave the Cabinet 
chambers in Whitehall, the super-British Jews en- 
ter by the back door to whisper in the ears of 
Ministers that ‘“‘we are the true Jewish people and 
a Jewish nation in Palestine is a myth and an ab- 
horrence.” The British Ministerial ear has heard 
what it wants to hear; next day, it is slightly deaf 
to the pleas of Zionism. 


Yet there is a voice to which British Govern- 
ments still hearken, not willingly it is true, but 
with respect. That voice is the voice of America. 
We have made many mistakes in our relations 
with successive British Governments but the grav- 
est of all has been that we have ever sought to 
speak the British language of British politics to 
British Cabinet Ministers; we have even, on occa- 
sion, sought to emulate their style and method 
with the result that in dealing us successive blows 
with a melancholy air, Colonial Secretaries have 
said, as it were, “you understand us, you know 
what we mean, you realize we are doing the best 
we can.” f 


There can be no doubt that the voice must 
change. Jews must be less British and less “‘un- 
derstanding”’ of the British. In England, especi- 
ally in these critical times and despite contrary 
views, there exists a distinct and wholesome re- 
gard for American opinion, particularly when ex- 
pressed in an unmistakable American accent. As 
long as the voice of the Jewish people will have to 
come from the Diaspora, it must now be heard 
from America. 

The view that American Jewry should speak to 
the Mandatory Power in the name of the Jewish 
people is fast gaining ground; it must continue to 
gain ground and take root. 

London, March 25. 
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In The Circle 


HE BENCHES, in a circle around the foun- 

tain, are good, new and sturdy benches, not 
worse than those in the streets and parks of for- 
eign countries, except that they do not bear the 
legend ‘“‘for Aryans only.” And one can sit on 
them peacefully, lean back comfortably and watch 
the strange birds hopping on the scant grass, the 
clear sky, the new building in process of construc- 
tion. Old Jews, refugees from horrors, worn with 
sorrows and wandering, sit there in repose. True, 
the enemy is ambushed here, too, and who knows 
what the day will bring? But, meanwhile, away 
with dark thoughts! Sit and breathe freely. 


Yes, it is good to sit or to walk around the pool, ' 
to walk around and around until one’s head begins" 
to swim. Now and then pregnant women meet. 


With a wondrous, mysterious certainty they bear 
the coming generation toward a vague future. As 
if they said: ‘““We are not afraid.” 


School children pass by, their books under their 
arms, jolly and gay, just as Gentile children in for- 
eign countries. Perambulators, one after the 
other, are being pushed by young mothers. The 
babies smile to the young sky that blinds them with 
its brightness—to the sky that looks as if it had 
just emerged from the hand of its creator. And 
yet it is such an old sky, the sky of the Bible. Un- 
der it all the ancient things have happened, some 
of them full of meaning: here both Jonathan and 
Michal fell in love with young David of the beau- 
tiful eyes. Michal, sweet daughter of Saul, proud 
and wonderful Michal, where are your traces 
here? Not in vain did Paltiel, the son of Laish, 
follow you, weeping as he went, when you were 
taken away from him—not in vain. 


In the evening lovers meet on the benches. 
Some remain until midnight and some even later 
than midnight. From the outskirts of the city, 
from its borderlines, shots are heard. Really, 
nothing has changed here since olden days: the 
wars with the Philistines are still going on. We 
have been exiled and driven from all countries and 
now they pursue us to this last stronghold of ours, 
to this little circle. The lovers draw nearer and 
embrace more tightly as if they were on a sand- 
bank in the heart of the sea... Let them say what 
they please about our race—the scent of your 
cheeks and neck is intoxicating, in spite of all. 

Still, happiness does not reign on every bench as 
it may seem at first glance. Some benches witness 
silent tragedies at night. Here is a couple whose 
affairs are not as they should be. Not at all what 
they should be. And that’s why they came here 
this time—for a final account. This is their last 
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meeting before parting. These are the last flut- 
ters of a love-sick soul that wrestles with destiny 
and tries to hold on to a straw. But you cannot 
struggle against the truth! Just now, as if in 
spite, the beloved face shines in all its fearful 
glory under the cold and distant stars. But facts 
are facts: she does not love him. 


To escape from her, not to see her again, to es- 
cape and forget her somewhere far away, in 
strange places. But where? From here, from 
this last refuge, there is no escape. As in the 
legend, the vulture preys on the flesh and the 
victim cannot budge. 

Thus we move about in a circle. 


Translated from the Hebrew by 
MILKA A. SILBERSCHLAG 
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“This Isn’t The End” 


oo IS being written two or three days after 
the British Government’s suggestion of a 
“compromise” solution for “the problem of Pales- 
tine.” That no good would come of Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s peace efforts we knew, but we had not 
quite anticipated so unconditional a surrender to 
violence, so cynical a disregard of international 
obligations and of the solemnly recognized Zionist 
nature of the Jewish resettlement efforts carried 
on under British jurisdiction since the World War. 
To the shock and rage and sorrow felt by Jews 


throughout the world in this time of ever-mount-° 


ing Jewish need the community in Palestine adds 
other reactions as well. The morning the news- 
papers carried the first news of the Government’s 
suggestion you could see adults quite shamelessly 
crying in the streets, but you were far more likely 
to hear snatches of conversation which without ex- 
ception registered incredulity and optimism. 
“This isn’t the end either,” you heard over and 
over again. Twenty years of what has after all 
been a sort of independent national existence have 
left their mark and the bitterness here is a very 
determined bitterness, a universal resolution not to 
yield, not to permit the establishment of a ghetto 
in the country that is historically and actually 
home. ‘Was it for this that at the cost of so 
many lives we drained a swamp and made a gar- 
den spot?” the village council of Hedera asked, 
summarizing the colony’s half century of struggle 
in a single phrase. But the children and adoles- 
cent youth do not ask even rhetorical questions: 
for them Palestine is quite literally and naturally 
the homeland which no one can take from them. 
And self-reliance, courage and attachment to the 
land are the traits one would select as most typical 
if one were asked to describe what Palestine has 
made not only of the children but of the adults 
who have settled in it. Day in and day out one 
sees striking but perfectly casual examples—types 
of Jews that exist nowhere else: tall, sunburnt, 
keen-eyed constables riding in their armored cars, 
lithe, lean workers singing as they put up a build- 
ing; a girl standing on guard in an observation 
tower; a farmer discussing his potatoes with a 
mixture of enthusiastic lyricism and scientific de- 
tail; sturdy, pretty little kindergarten children lov- 
ingly planting trees on Hamisha Asar be Shevat. 
It is hard to believe that the disciplined strength, 
the determination and youthfulness of this com- 
munity will not be an important factor in any polli- 
tical situation that may evolve in the future. It is 
even harder to see how a tiny new state can exist 
when two thirds of it is feudal in social organiza- 
tion, primitive in agriculture and industry, back- 
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ward in culture and torn by blood feuds, while the 
other third, with the reservoir of the diaspora 
from which to draw strength and aid, is highly 
modern and cultured, to a very large extent social- 
ized, close knit, well-organized and desperately 
devoted to its national and social ideals. 

In the meantime life goes on and with it the 
need for self-defense. Kopher Hayishuv, the 
fund that finances it, has added to its tax on ciga- 
rettes, amusements, bus and taxi travel, levies on 
imported foodstuffs. The fact that, to take a 
single example, every dozen of Syrian eggs is 
taxed three cents indicates what considerable sums 
are involved. They are paid without a murmur 
except in the case of the small Revisionist minor- 
ity. Yet for all the central importance of self-de- 
fense still another type of defense is engaging the 
serious attention of the entire community. What 
will happen if war comes? While all of Europe is 
feverishly concerned with the organization of civi- 
lian defense against aerial attack and even nearby 
Syria was provided with gas masks during the 
crisis of last September, the government of Pales- 
tine in a cellarless, subwayless land has taken no 
action whatsoever. The Tel-Aviv municipality 
has led the way in organizing a large citizens’ 
squadron, more or less on the model of the Eng- 
lish A. R. P., to function in case of air raids; the 
Labor Sick Fund has prepared a sealed reserve of 
medical supplies—so many of which are not pro- 
duced locally—sufficient for a two year period; 
the problem of adequate food supplies during a 
war is being dealt with energetically by individuals 
and institutions. Palestine, it is authoritatively 
stated, can produce all the vegetables, fruit and 
dairy produce it needs, but it is largely dependent 
on imports for flour, rice and other cereals, meat 
and fish. It is of coyrse entirely without sugar 
and tea of its own. The movement for storing 
food in each home as well as in central warehouses 
was unduobtedly stimulated by the English Gov- 
ernment’s request that all English housewives have 
supplies for a few days on hand. The real roots 
of the movement, however, go further back—to 
the discomfort, semi-starvation or starvation most 
of the adults in the community experienced during 
the World War in Russia, Poland and Germany. 
Memories of those days have made food storage 
a very urgent matter. A special committee of ex- 
perts on nutrition affiliated with the Economic 
Bureau of the Jewish Agency has worked out a 
basic list of the commodities it is most important 
and most practical to store: for a period of three 
months an adult should provide himself, among 
other things, with fifteen pounds of sugar, twelve 
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pounds of rice, ten pounds of beans, five pounds of 
noodles. Most of the purchasing is being done 
cooperatively and on a large scale by institutions 
and organizations or workers’ residential commu- 
nities. Speculation is eliminated or at least severe- 
ly checked by this arrangement and a proper 
choice of provisions ensured. Though the various 
lists differ slightly, they are all based on the needs 
of a family of four or five for a period of three or 
four months and include sugar, rice, beans, flour, 
tea, oatmeal, honey, oil, soap, matches and candles 
in quantities costing anywhere from two and a half 
to five pounds. A distinguished German profes- 
sor has published an article in the daily paper ad- 
vising housewives how most simply and cheaply to 
heat and seal rice and flour so as to keep them free 
of insects, and his instructions and others of simi- 
lar nature are eagerly read and followed. Hund- 
reds, perhaps thousands, of Palestinian kitchens 
today contain a unique “memento more’’ in the 
shape of strictly untouchable cans of oil and tins of 
cereal and sugar. ~ 


Yet whatever the future may be, the Jewish 
community realizes that its immediate economic 
future is to a large extent in its own hands. During 
the middle of February while the talks in London 
were reaching a crucial stage, the general council 
of the Federation of Jewish Labor held its first 
Conference in eight months and took decisions of 
far-reaching economic significance. Unemploy- 
ment is to be expected in a time of political uncer- 
tainty and bloody terrorism but it must be—and is 
— fought with particular energy in Palestine. 
For unemployment in Palestine is more than the 
individual’s misfortune or the reflection of the 
community’s economic weakness: it is a door shut 
in the face of immigration from abroad and there- 
fore becomes the responsibility of the entire Zion- 
ist movement as well as of the local community. 
Special funds raised by the Jewish Agency have 
indeed played an important part, along with the 
Unemployment Fund of the Histadruth, in com- 
batting unemployment so successfully that the 
number of laborers without work in February 
1939 was less than it was three years ago though 
conditions have grown steadily worse and twenty 
thousand immigrant workers have been absorbed 
in the meantime. By selling shares and furnishing 
credit the Agency and Histadruth funds have 
made possible almost two million pounds worth of 
building and public works projects. To a very 
large extent the financial basis for this activity was 
laid by the special tax equivalent to twelve days’ 
earnings paid twice by all employed members of 
the Histadruth. By the decision of the recent 
Histadruth Council meeting, a third such “Re- 
demption of Work” campaign is now to follow 
those of 1937 and 1938. Its taxes will range 
from one pound on monthly incomes of six to 
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eight pounds and two pounds on monthly incomes 
of eight to ten pounds, to nine pounds on monthly 
incomes of twenty-one to twenty-five and twelve 
pounds on incomes of twenty-five to thirty. The 
first tasks of the new fund are already laid out for 
it: it will have to help finance work—road-build- 
ing and housing—in the villages to give employ- 
ment during the summer to those thousands of 
agricultural laborers whose services are needed 
only during the orange season in the winter 
months. 


But even in thes turbulent days cultural 
achievements continue to be of very high standard. 
Habima is giving dignified, memorable perform- 
ances of Capek’s interesting anti-Fascist play, 
“The White Plague” and of Max Zweig’s ‘‘Mar- 
ranos,” a historic drama full of tragic implications 
for our generation. The Orchestra and the Ora- 
torio Society, the latter consisting entirely of ama- 
teurs, have produced Handel’s “Samson” and 
Beethoven’s “Ninth Symphony” to the great satis- 
faction of even the most captious critics. Books 
of interest and value continue to issue from the 
presses. - Even the daily struggle with death that 
is the lot of so many thousands in the country is 
finding genuine and touching expression in verse, 
and it is difficult to forget a little volume just pub- 
lished by members of the Shomer Hatzair’s com- 
munal colonies. Here is all the tragedy of youth 
“who bury their brothers and keep on with their 
work,” whose “windows reflect not only the light 
of the sun but the glow of beloved fields on fire,” 
who pray for no great or high-sounding gift but 
simply for a quiet night, a night without fires and 
without shots, a night on which one can talk quiet- 
ly with one’s friend and stroll a little way into the 
darkness without fear... 
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A SIGNIFICANT NOVEL 


IN POLISH WOODS, by Joseph Opatoshu. Translated 
from the Yiddish by Isaac Goldberg. Jewish Publica- 
tion Society. Philadelphia. 392 pp. $2.50. 

HY IS it that almost all the Yiddish novels recently 

translated into English have as their theme Jewish 
life in pre-revolutionary Russia and Poland? This fact 
cannot be explained away as sheer romantic nostalgia, as 
lack of fortitude to grapple with new materials in a new 
environment. The reason would seem to be at once deeper 
and more explicable. The imaginative writer is not a trick- 
ster manipulating lovely words as a juggler might manipu- 
late balls. A profound writer has roots, and his roots are 
in the soil of “life”. But the “life” that constitutes the 
basis of his being and his doing as a writer, is not merely 
empirical or atomistic, is not merely a fortuitous collection 
of events and individuals. Cumulative folk tradition and 
ethos, historico-spiritual continuity, underlying patterns of 
individual and social experience are the matrix of endur- 
ing imaginative literature. Jewish life in America is still 
in process of crystallization; it has as yet no definite con- 
figuration. Its immanent meaning and significance can 
therefore be best adumbrated by bodying forth the “life” 
out of which it came to be; and when that task will have 
been done, its fruit and the passage of time, will enable the 

American Jewish novelist to paint on a fitting canvass the 

epic portrait of Jewish experience in America. But since 

literature is not a passive, or a symmetrical reflection of 

“life”, this chronicle and portrayal of yesterday is valuable 

not only because it possesses form in the esthetic meaning 

of the word but also because it is formative in the meta- 
physical meaning of the word, that is to say, because it 
helps us to build and shape, to give form to contemporary 

Jewish life in America. 

It is in this sense that Opatoshu’s “In Polish Woods” is 
a historical novel. The locale of the story is Poland; its 
theme is Hassidism in maelstorm of disintegration ; its lead- 
ing character is Mordecai feeling upon his face the winds 
of changing ideological climates. The novel falls into 
three parts: In the first—Mordecai’s boyhood, among pea- 
sants and simple Jews, is depicted; it is a tale of life in the 
forest, and this life is stable and rooted as the trees of the 
forest are. In the second part—Mordecai goes to the city 
of Kotzk to become an eye-witness of the attrition and de- 
generation of Hassidism; he sees—and through him we are 
enabled to see—the light that was Hassidism in Reb Itche, 
the primitive fanaticism of the sect in Barefoot Israel, the 
soul-searing doubts of a tower of Hassidism—the rabbi of 
Kotzk—endowed with a withering sceptical intellect. In 
the third—Mordecai is a wanderer, turned into a legendary 
figure, comingling with peasants, watching and fanning 
the flames of their rebellion. 

It is Kotzk that is the focus of Opatoshu’s interest and 
attention. Opatoshu does not look at Hassidism with the 
eyes of a lover as Berdichevsky, Peretz and Buber did; he 
is no neo-Hassidist. He ‘is a realist for whom these roman- 
ticists were not sufficiently romantic since they observed 
Hassidism from without and regarded its decadence as the 
result of the impact of the Haskala upon it. Opatoshu’s 
realism is more far-going than such easy romanticism. As 
an authentic realist he tries to discover the smmer factors 
within Hassidism, destined to bring about its collapse. In 
the eighteenth century Hassidism was not so much a theol- 
ogical reformation as a social and spiritual affirmation of 
the worth and dignity of the common man in a dark and 
bitter time in Jewish history; it was bread and water for 


anguished beings in bloody days. But by the nineteenth 
century Hassidism had spent itself; its warmth had van- 
ished. The religion of life—at first a protest against rab- 
binical identification of holiness with learning—became 
now the cult of the tzadik, the wonder-rabbi; the faith in 
Spirituality as the source and sanction of life was trans- 
formed into a crude pseudo-religious materialism. Opato- 
shu meant to trace the tragi-comedy of this dissolution, to 
unravel its threads, to point out its inner dialectic; almost 
literally to set over thesis against anti-thesis and to suggest, 
by imaginative symbols, the crowning synthesis. 

In a brief autobiographical essay elsewhere, Opatoshu 
insists that Kotzk s the center of the novel. It is doubtless 
the sociological center of the novel but is not its esthetic 
center. The esthetic center is the forest—the first part of 
the story. It is solid and firm, unified in design and con- 
struction, lucid in the plasticity of its images and pure in 
its music. In itself it is a perfect short novel weighty with 
the fulness of Jewish life in Polish woods and strong with 
the healthy sap of old trees in Polish forests. Beyond the 
Polish woods, Mordecai ceases to be tri-dimensional. And 
this is not entirely strange, for in Polish cities, Jewish 
life is no longer tri-dimensional; its forces were 
no longer centripetal; they had become centrifugal—de- 
flected from the common base. There were many new ten- 
dencies manifest in Jewish life in Polish cities—Jewish 
nationalist, Polish assimilationist, mystic religous; but they 
were not forces in equilibrium nor were they elements in 
an orchestrated whole deriving significance and plausibility 
from some dominant /eit-motif, from some pervasive essen- 
tial value. The tragedy of Kotzk is disclosed in the stark, 
amazing fact that the Kotzker himself, the staff upon whom 
thousands were leaning—was really a broken reed, one who 
had cut himself off from his disciples and was undergoing 
—in titanic loneliness—the harrowing agony of cosmic 
doubt. Polish woods offered certainty and serenity; Polish 
cities were full of despair and self-searching—the self- 
searching that comes in moments of great change, of his- 
torical crises... 

It is almost unbelievable that this is Opatoshu’s first 
book to appear in English translation. It is to be hoped 
that it will be followed by translations of ‘‘1863” and 
“Alone’”— the second and third novels of this historical 
trilogy. The first part of the present novel is superb; there 
are splendid chapters in the other parts—the portrait of the 
rabbi of Kotzk is sculpturesque and truly magnificent. The 
shortcomings of this work are those of a great writer, and 
the novel as a whole has a recognizable and convincing 
ring. Opatoshu is one of the outstanding novelists and 
probably the greatest short story writer in Yiddish litera- 
ture. Other Yiddish novelists somehow achieved the dis- 
tinction of English rendition prior to Opatoshu, but—with 
the exception of Sholem Asch—the measure of their talent 
is hardly as great as his. A good deal of Opatoshu’s sub- 
ject matter is American in theme and substance—ranging 
from Jewish immigrant life in New York to racial hates 
and conflicts in the South, but this trilogy of Jewish life in 


19th century Poland is his opus magnum. ISRAEL KNOX 


FASCISM WORSE THAN WAR 
MEN MUST ACT, by Lewis Mumford. N.Y. Harcourt 
Brace and Company. Cloth 75c, bound $1.50. 
O PERIOD of intense political crisis is without its 
crop of pamphlets, which with few memorable excep- 
tions are soon forgotten, gathering dust in cellars and at- 
tics while awaiting the archaeological spade of the future 
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historian. Our own “Declaration of Independence” with 
its resounding “we hold these truths to be self-evident . . .” 
is one of the greatest political pamphlets. The “Age of 
Reason” and the “Rights of Man” are the fruit of the same 
period. The modern socialist movement has given to the 
world a pamphlet that is deservedly a classic, ‘The Com- 
munist Manifesto”—the product of the revolutionary situ- 
ation of 1847-1848. 


It is both an expression and a gauge of the intensity of 
the —_ international crisis that many of our most celeb- 
rated writers are turning to the pamphlet. Now, - Mr. 
Mumford, by expanding an article which he wrote for the 
New Republic in the spring of 1938, adds his name to the 
list of distinguished pamphleteers. 


Although Mr. Mumford fails to mention the President’s 
famous address at Chicago suggesting a quarantine of ag- 
gressor nations, ‘Men Must Act,” in its constructive pro- 

sals, is essentially an elaboration of the quarantine idea. 

e author prefers to find his inspiration in the policy of 
Jefferson who, he writes, “invoked ‘non-intercourse’ as a 
means of escaping the intolerable indignities which the 
growing supremacy of Napoleon on the European continent 
heaped upon countries that refused to accept his ‘coordina- 
tion’.”” It is strange how even open-minded writers will do 
violence to historic fact to gain the supposed advantage of 
historic precedent. The Jefferson non-intercourse act was, 
if anything, aimed chiefly at England, not at France. 
Moreover, if it were a precedent it would be a sorry one, 
since, as is well known, American business and commerce 
suffered even more from the Embargo than from English 
and French interference with American shipping, and be- 
sides it had no deterrent effect on either England or 
France, and eventually the U. S. slipped into a useless war 
with England. 


The notion of a quarantine of aggressor nations is de- 
rived from the economic sanctions idea incorporated in the 
League of Nations Covenant, and despite the discredit into 
which the imposition of economic sanctions had fallen after 
the Italo-Ethiopian War, the notion is basically sound and 
will continue to recur. Mr. Mumford would have us take 
the initiative, and impose sanctions even before the axis 
powers have acted directly against us or against nations 
with whom we are closely allied. This policy “has many 
tactical advantages; and the first of them is that the time, 
the place, and the weapons used are of our own choosing.” 
Quite true, but it supposes that the American people can be 
as thoroughly aroused, as is Mr. Mumford, to the menace 
and hatred of fascism, that they will agree to act against the 
fascist states before they, themselves, are directly menaced. 
The reception accorded Mr. Roosevelt’s “quarantine” 
speech lends little support to such hope, although it is true 
that much of the flabby pacificism that characterized Amer- 
icans of all shades of political belief a year ago has been 
washed to sea by the Munich storm. Our people are no 
longer so fearsome that any measure of protest, not to speak 
of active intervention, might “drag us into war.” When 
the Neutrality Act was passed, almost the entire country 
was “Marxist,” and nearly everyone spoke of how our busi- 
ness dealings with England and France were the cause of 
our going to war, but fortunately the disease is being over- 
come. Nevertheless, our people are still a long way from 
recognizing the axiom on which confessedly Mr. Mum- 
ford’s policy is based “that fascism has already declared 
war upon democracy, and that its victories will threaten 
every other part of the world.” 


Despite an understandable bitterness towards the Eng- 
land and France of Chamberlain and Daladier that some- 
times leads the author into exaggerating and worse—‘‘as 
fascist vassals they (England and France) are already 
potential enemies’—Mr. Mumford’s advice is essentially 
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sound, and it appears to me is the strongest part of his bro- 
chure. ‘The Neutrality Act and the Johnson Act” as they 
“stand in the way of our using the opportunity of a Euro- 
pean war to help liquidate the fascist regimes” should be 
immediately abandoned. “We simply cannot be neutral 
toward any events that threaten to increase the scope and 
influence of fascism.” Nevertheless it would be a mistake 
to commit ourselves indefinitely unless absolute necessity 
compels it. Our cooperation, however, should be reserved 
to non-intercourse with the aggressors, and the furnishing 
of supplies to the countries fighting the fascist powers, but 
“if our immediate intervention in Europe, with ships and 
planes, would bring such a war to an immediate close, it 
would be sensible to favor it.” Above all “our hands 
should not be tied.” 


Mr. Mumford is, as we should expect, honest with his 
readers. An active _ against fascism ‘demands sacri- 
fices,” “‘it carries risks.” If these risks must be taken; if 
democracy must dare, it is because “fascism is a worse evil 
than war . . . Peace at any price means peace at the price of 
accepting fascism.” The realization of these truths is be- 
coming increasingly widespread, and if Mr. Mumford’s 
little book does nothing more than to make a larger number 
of our fellow citizens aware of them, it will have fulfilled 
an urgent need. BERNARD NOSKIN 


DIARY OF A TRAVELLING 


PHILOSOPHER 


DAYS OF OUR YEARS, by Pierre van Paassen. Hillman 
Curl, Inc. $3.50. 


HIS IS the autobiography of a foreign correspondent 
who throughout his life has tried to see the world 
about him through the eyes of reason. And, like most 


- philosophers, he found the going pretty hard. But at least 


it was.an absorbing, and at times exciting, attempt. For 
Mr. van Paasen is no mere arm-chair philosopher, spinning 
intricate abstractions out of a secluded mind. He insists on. 
balancing his theories against the arguments of unreasoning 
life—of deceit, greed and lust for power; of intrigue, war 
and wanton murder. If at times he sounds resentful and 
disillusioned, no one will deny that he has ample reason 
to be so. 


Born in Grocum, a small town in Holland “hermetically 
sealed to modern ideas,” he was brought 3 in a sombre 
atmosphere where sports and gaiety were forbidden, and 
where the Calvinist conception of the deity dominated all 
the avenues of life. He was taught to believe that a just 
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and merciful God loves and protects the weak and weary. 
This belief suffered its first severe shock when the British 
invaded the Transvaal, inflicting unspeakable sufferings on 
the defeated Boers. Why didn’t God do something about 
it? Young van Paassen’s confusion was deepened by the 
awareness that there was no one to whom he could turn for 
help. To confide in any of his elders was out of the ques- 
tion. Disillusion became his companion day and night. 


It is out of this background of disappointment that our 
author reviews the strange odyssey of his adult life. The 
course it had taken, he complains, was not of his choosing. 
He was, in the words of Luther, “like a blind horse that 
does not know where its master is leading.” Accident led 
him to Canada with his family. Here he tried the ministry 
for a while, and then gave it up, more than ever disap- 
pointed in religion. A foe of violence and militarism, he 
was forced to enlist in the Canadian army and to shed the 
blood of men toward whom he felt nothing but the deepest 
sympathy. He came out of the war more stupefied than 
instructed. Reason and life just wouldn’t harmonize. 


Accident again was responsible for his job as a journalist. 
Once on the job, however, he went to work with a will, his 
remarkable talents soon attracting the attention of the pro- 
fession. As a result he became a foreign correspondent, 
and his duties took him to almost every part of the globe. 
He interviewed many of the important men of our genera- 
tion. Some of the questions he put to them seem unusual- 
ly daring. Thus, he once asked Mussolini whether he still 
considered Marx “our common, immortal teacher,”’ as he 
had once termed him in a letter to Lenin. “Most certain- 
ly,” the Italian Dictator replied. “I am still at heart an 
internationalist, but I consider that Marx’s dream cannot 
be realized for thousands of years.” 

In an answer to a question by the Dictator, van Paassen 
said that his next destination was Palestine. 


“To Palestine? Ah, that is interesting.” Mussolini 
brightened up at once. “When you go there, you must call 
on my friend Ben Avi, the journalist! Do you know what 
he said to me, this Signor Ben Avi, sitting there right in 
that chair where you are sitting now? He said, ‘Over there 
you have the Arch of Titus, with its inscription Judea 
Capta, the symbol of the destruction of the Hebrew state. 
I want to tear it down,’ he told me, ‘tear it down and re- 
build it in Jerusalem, but then change the inscription to 
Judea Liberata!’ What do you think of that?” 

“Fine idea,” van Paassen said. “But what did you reply, 
Signor Mussolini?” 

“I said, ‘Signor Ben Avi, you tell the Jews of Jerusalem 
to try and get it!’” 

Van Paassen also interviewed Clemenceau, an old ad- 
mirer of Herzl, whom the Tiger termed, “A great man... 
a genius,” adding, “Such a man was Herzl. Amid all the 
defection of character which marked his day, the weakness 
of thought, the furor of clashing interests, he dared to give 
himself. What audacity! What courage! What ardor of 
life! He was like a projector throwing light on the road 
ahead, a road to be traced by those who came after him. 
His ‘motivation’ gave impulse to events that followed.” 


Mr. van Paassen’s sketches of the persons he interviewed 
are penetrating and incisive, as are also his observations on 
conditions and events. But what distinguishes the book is 


its simple honesty and deep feeling. Our philosopher, one 
might almost say, thinks with his heart, a form of writing 
which rarely fails to captivate the sophisticated reader. 
The slow, measured tones of the Bible, which has played 
such a significant role in van Paasen’s education, echo from 
every page of “Days Of Our Years’’— itself a phrase bor- 
rowed from the Book. 


MoRTON DEUTSCH 
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COLLECTIVE ADVENTURE: An Informal Account of 
the Communal Settlements of Palestine, by Maurice 
Perlman, William Heinemann Ltd., pp. 291, London, 
1938. $3.50. 

ITING FOR English readers Mr. Pearlman has 

produced a descriptive account of the kibbutz move- 
ment in Palestine which is as English as cricket and striped 
trousers. 


It is a lucid, detailed description of the kvutzot and kib- 
butzim of Labor Palestine. It touches on all phases of the 
life of the collective: the social philosophy which motivates 
the kibbutz movement; how a collective gets under way, 
settles down, plans its economy and social structure; hous- 
ing; equipment; work; food; government; family life; sex 
realtions; care and education of children; relationship to 
the rest of the labor movement, to Palestine and to world 
Jewry; cultural and leisure time activities; self defence. 

The book has its boners too. Americans will like to 
learn, for example, that when a group of American pion- 
eers joined an equal number of Poles to found a kibbutz 
near Hedera (now at Ain Hashofet) it was a very lucky 
thing for them, for ‘contact with the Poles who had been 
used to a more profoundly intellectual though narrow social 
life, midst “wed = surroundings, gave to the Americans the 
profundity most Americans need.” Elsewhere, referring to 
the informal relationship between teacher and child in the 
schools, “They called one another by their Christian 
names.” 


If this were intended for a scholarly sociological treatise 
it would fall far short of its mark. However, it is not the 
product of a quick once-round-the-country tour. The reader 
who is familiar with the collectivist movement will find 
little that is new in “Collective Adventure,” but it should 
be most informative and enlightening to the beginner. 
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Red Tape ? 


Not any more as far as obtaining Postal Telegraph money 
orders for mailing is concerned—and so convenient for pay- 
ing bills! There is nothing to fill out. No needless 
waiting. Often it can be taken care of evenings, Sundays 
and holidays. 

Simply drop into the nearest Postal Telegraph office and 
hand your bill to the clerk at the counter. The bill may be 
for your rent, dues, taxes, gas, electric or goodness knows 
what. You give the Postal Telegraph clerk the amount of 
the bill—together with a small fixed charge for the service. 
Promptly, he will make out a money order and a receipt; 
and hand them to you with your bill. You mail the money 
order and bill, retaining the receipt for your records. 
Simple? It’s downright easy! 

And the service charge is extremely low! 








Amount Charges Amount Charges 

Upto $2.50... $.05 $100.01 to $133.33...$.20 
$2.51 to 5.00... .07 133.34 to 166.66... .25 
5.01 to 10.00. .08 200.01 to 239-33. 35 
10.01 to 20.00. «11 233.34 to ‘266.66... .40 
20.01 to 40.00... .12 266.67 to 300.00... .45 
40.01 to 60.00... .13 300.01 to 500.00... .50 
60.01 to 80.00... .14 Each additional $50 
80.01 to 100.00. 15 or fraction thereof .05 





If you want your bills paid quickly, 
conveniently and economically, use 


MONEY ORDERS 


through 


Postal Teleqraph 


For sending Telegrams, Cablegrams, Radiograms 
As near to you as your telephone 
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ALLIANCE CELEBRATES 
MOMENTOUS EVENT 


Alliance. 


mark this occasion. 





JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ 


HE JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE 
is preparing to celebrate a momentous occasion in 
the history of the organization. May 13 and 14, will be 
celebrated in the Alliance ranks throughout the country to 
mark the affiliation of Prof. Albert Einstein, one of the 
greatest personalities of the present generation, with the 


The entrance into the Alliance of this great man—hon- 
ored and beloved wherever knowledge and the spirit of 
freedom are still respected—has filled the hearts of the 
many thousands of Alliance members with justifiable pride. 
In many cities special celebrations are being prepared to 


On Saturday evening, May 13, the New York City 
branches and women’s clubs will celebrate the occasion 
with the induction into the Alliance of 2,000 new mem- 
bers. The installation of the new members will take place 
at a banquet at which several thousand guests are expected. 
The place of honor will be occupied by rank and file 
members of the Alliance, each of whom is a direct contri- 


butor to the occasion through his enrollment of 2 or more 
members in the organization. 
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Outstanding personalities 


of Jewish and non-Jewish American life will also be 
present to show their respect for Albert Einstein, and 


Alliance. 


recognition of the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance as a 
leading cultural and social institution. 


The celebrations throughout the country on Saturday 
and Sunday, May 13 and 14, will be more than a mere 
demonstration of the growth and development of the 
They will also serve as tribunes for a review 
of the heroic struggle being carried on by all democratic 
and progressive forces in the world against the ravages of 
Hitlerism and Fascism—a struggle so ably supported and 
so wisely interpreted by Albert Einstein. 





MR. FREEDEL'S TOUR 


Our field representative, Mr. Oscar Freedel, 
will cover Ohio and Michigan states during the 
month of April. 


Friends of the Jewish Frontier are requested 
to give him every cooperation. 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 








ACTIVITIES OF THE 


CHAPTERS 


ALBANY: Michael M. Stolzberg, 
chairman, writes that the chapter is 
actively engaged in — a con- 
cert recital by Nina Gordoni for April 
Sth. Proceeds will go to Youth 
Training. A substantial amount has 
already been raised on account of the 
quota. 

BALTIMORE: In a letter from 
Aaron Segal, chairman, it is reported 
that the chapter raised $100 for an in- 
scription in the J. N. F. Roosevelt 
Golden Book. They are now making 
preparations for an affair for ‘Youth 
Training.” There was also an increase 
in membership and the meetings have 
been regular. 


CHICAGO: Mrs. Anne Levine re- 
ports of intensive activities in~ the 
Rogers Park Chapter, in cultural and 
fund-raising functions for the Gewerk- 
shaften Campaign and the Project. 

HARTFORD is making final ar- 
rangements for the showing of the lat- 
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CAMP ACHVAH 
Conducted by 
BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION 

_ New York City 
$165 Season $90 Half Season 
Boys and Girls 6-17 
Two hours from city; six miles from 
Port Jervis. Non-commercial camps. 
Jewish Cultural Program, Dietary Laws 
Observed, Mature Supervision. Beautiful 
Grounds, All Sports, Gardening. 
Apply 
71 West 47th Street, New York City 
BRyant 9-0850 








est Palestine film, ‘This Is the Chal- 
lenge,” on Tuesday evening, April 
11th. Proceeds for Youth Training. 
They have already forwarded $100 on 
account of their quota. 

NEW YORK: Bronx Council is 
very active in the Gewerkshaften Cam- 
paign and for the Project, having re- 
mitted $1,200 as part of its quota, ac- 
cording to a report by Philip Tannor 
and Samuel Goldstein, co-chairmen of 
the Campaign Committee. The Bazaar 
Committee, under the direction of 
Mrs. H. Samelson, is making excep- 
tional progress in obtaining merchan- 
dise for the affair. 

Brooklyn Council, comprising 12 


‘ chapters, is busily engaged in promot- 


ing the Gala Affair, which will take 
place on Saturday evening, April 29th, 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 
Mrs. Anne Black, chairman of the tic- 








81, DAYS TO POLAND 
From New York Direct to Gdynia 
The Modern Motorliners 
“PILSUDSKI" and "BATORY" 
APRIL 9; MAY 7, 19; JUNE 6, 20 


Convenient, fast connections to all 
Central, Eastern Europe and Palestine 


Delicious KOSHER Kitchen 
. 
Apply to LOCAL AGENT or 


GDYNIA-AMERICA LINE 


32 PEARL ST. NEW YORK CITY 








kets committee, Miss Lillian Cohen, 
chairman of committee on “Week-end 
at Grossingers” and Mr. Sam Robbins, 
chairman of “Souvenir Journal,” re- 
port good progress. On Sunday night, 
April 23rd, the Council will have its 
third rally, at which the latest Pales- 
tine film will be shown. (Reserve the 
date—place will be announced.) 


Food Workers are completing ar- 
rangements for their second annual 
dance to be held on Saturday night, 
April 8th, at Premier Palace, 505 Sut- 
ter Avenue. For tickets (50c) call 
Miss Clara Dauer, TR 5-6385. Pro- 
ceeds go for youth training. 


Eva Berkovitz Chapter. Miss Bess 
Schlein, active member, has raised 
$122 for the project. 





NEW LORRAINE 
All Conveniences 
MODERATE RATES 
Intellectual Atmosphere 


MR. & MRS. MARGOLIES 


21—7th STREET LAKEWOOD. N. J. 
Tel.: Lakewood 679 








FOR GIRLS FOR BOYS 
American Summer Camps with Jewish Ideals 


CAMP MODIN 
LAKE GEORGE. CANAAN. MAINE 
Highest Standards in Physical Care and 
ducational Activities—Organized 1922 
Write for Booklets: 

Mrs. I. B. Berkson, 8 W. 40th St.. N. Y. C. 
Tel.: PEnnsylvania 6-8576 
Directors: 

Dr. I. B. Berkson Dr. A. M. Dushkin 
Mr. A. P. Schoolman 
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The Choral Society of the League, 
under the direction of Av Soltes, is 
growing in size and in quality. Its 
next public performance will be at the 
Brooklyn Gala Affair, April 29th. It 
meets regularly at 32 East 22nd St., 
N. Y. C., on Tuesdays, 8-10 P. M. 
Those interested to join, will please 
call the office of the League, W Atkins 
9-5288. 

Social Workers have already trans- 
mitted $327 toward the project, and 
they are still working on the balance 
of their quota, according to a report by 
Abraham’ G. Duker and Janet Weis- 
man, co-chairmen. The chapter cam- 
paign for the Gewerkshaften is now 
in full swing, and Ellis Radinsky, 
chairman, is very hopeful for its suc- 
cess. ° 

Bronx Youth Group is conducting a 
fine cultural program and is also active 
in raising funds for the Project. H. 
Ashery, writer and co-editor of “Jews 
and Arabs in Palestine,” lectured at 
their last meeting on the “London 
Conference.” 

Williamsburgh elected new efficers: 
Arthur Pillersdorf, chairman; David 
L. Samowitz, vice-chairman; Ruth L. 
Gold, Secretary. Their next meeting 
will be April 16th, 8 P. M., at the 
Williamsburgh “Y”. They are also 
planning a “Palestine Night” in con- 
junction with the “Y”’ for Thursday 
night, April 20th. 

Sholom Aleichem-Amalgamated had 
an outstanding affair at which $300 
was raised for the Gewerkshaften. 
The members are working assiduously 
to fill their quota of $500, Mr. Judah 
Wattenberg, chairman, reports. 

Bronx New Group: Alfred Brooks, 
chairman, writes of a very interesting 
meeting they had last week, at which 
Samuel Duker spoke. Seven new 
members joined. 


Flatbush was addressed by Moshe 
Davis, of the Friends of the Hebrew 
University, on the ‘““Habimah and the 
Hebrew Drama,” at a meeting that 
was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Shapiro. The secretary, Mrs. 
P. Gots, reports progress of the chap- 
ter in raising its quota for the ‘‘Pro- 
ject.” 

Brooklyn Chapter, under the chair- 
manship of Harry A. Harrison, is ac- 
tive in promoting the “Gala Affair.” 
Meyer Greenberg, of the American 
Friends of the Hebrew University, 
spoke at its last meeting on “Earning 
a Living in Palestine.” The chapter 
has already contributed $380 toward 
the Project. 

Manhattan Hebrew had a social 
gathering at which A. Aaroni spoke 
on “Educational System of the Histad- 
rut.” The proceeds went for the 
“Project”. Miriam Halpern, secretary, 
reports that the chapter is planning 
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ZINDOREST PARK 
ot MONROE, N. Y. 
Phone 7755 
Formerly a _ millionaire’s 


estate. 150 acres of most 
beautiful country. 


All modern equipment and 
all facilities for sports.— 
Make early reservations. 


te “Gade OPEN ALL YEAR 





























Utd 
OPEN ALL YEAR 

Formerly Lewisobn’s Estate 
CENTRAL VALLEY NEW YORK 
40 miles from N. Y., 225 acres in beautiful 
Ramapo Mountains. Spring beckons you to 
scenic Birdland. Fascinating ome 3 country, 
seasonal sports, excellent cuisine. pen fire- 


laces, library, congenial atmosphere. 
” ADULTS 
Tel.: Highland Mills 7895 





An *Artist Invites You 
to. . . his 100 acre farm 
. . glorious country 
. superlative cooking 
. congenial company 
. seasonal sports and fun 
. . . fireplace, books 
Just 55 miles from New York 
at Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 


Low Winter Rates: 
$18.00 Weekly - - $3.50 Daily 


2 
*G. A. PODORSON 
250 PARK AVE.,N.Y.  PLaza 3-8926 











Management: FANNIE GOLDBERG 




















CEJWIN CAMPS 


PORT JERVIS, N. Y. 
Progressive Cultural Camps 
Ideal for Jewish Children 

TWENTY SUCCESSFUL SEASONS 


Land and water sports, aesthetic activities, 
cultural influences, Sabbath observance. 
Send for Descriptive Booklet 
Rates: $150 for Season; Slightly 
Higher for Children Under 10 Years 


A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 
125 East 85th St., N. Y. C. 








New York's Leading Kosher 
Caterers 
For the Finest of Functions at All of 


New York’s Leading Hotels 





Paramount Caterers 





Main - Office 


601 WEST 183rd STREET 
New York City 
WAshington Heights 7-3780-1 


WEINSTOCK & ZISKIN, Hosts 














COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AND LECTURE BUREAU 


CrarrE R. ARONSON, Director 
SPEAKERS ENTERTAINERS CAMPAIGNS 
PROGRAM PLANNING 
5153 N. ST. LOUIS AVE., CHICAGO, ILL. 
Telephone: Juniper 0202 
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other fund-raising functions to raise 
its full quota. 

PHILADELPHIA: The next open 
forum will be held on Monday eve- 
ning, April 24th, at the Stephen Ger- 
ard Hotel. Hayim Greenberg and Dr. 
Israel Knox will speak on ‘‘National- 
ism and Democracy.” Final arrange- 
ments are being made for the ‘Donor 
Dinner” to be held on Wednesday 
night, April 26th. A souvenir jour- 
nal will be issued for the occasion. 
Mrs. Goldie Cutler and Mrs. Rose 
Moul, co-chairmen, report good pro- 
gress on the Journal. A special com- 
mittee is also working on a list of 
prospects for the Dinner. 

STRAWBERRY MANSION, Phil- 
adelphia, is working assiduously on its 
quota for the project. Miss S. Silver- 
man, chairman, reports that $75 have 
already been nile. 

SYRACUSE: Mr. Samuel Gorlick, 
chairman, reports that the chapter now 
has 23 members who are active in cul- 
tural and fund-raising functions. 

WASHINGTON remitted $70, to- 
ward the ‘Project’. Their last open 
forum was addressed by Rabbi Abra- 
ham E. Milgram, of Philadelphia. 








BROOKLYN COUNCIL 
League For Labor Palestine 

For Training and Settlement 
of Refugees in Palestine 


GALA AFFAIR 


Saturday Evening, April 29th 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
30 Lafayette Street 
MAURICE SAMUEL.......... Guest Speaker 





HERMAN CONRAD... Baritone 
HILDA LIND Soprano 
(formerly of the Hamburg Opera) 
BUVADOR WEY sais cicsccecnes Pianist 


LEAGUE CHORAL SOCIETY 
AV SOLTES, Conductor 
Dancing After the Program 
Paul Hyman and His Orchestra 
SUBSCRIPTION—$1.00 
For tickets call WAtkins 9-5288 
or NEvins 8-9327 











PHILADELPHIA 


League For Labor Palestine 
DONOR DINNER 


Wednesday, April 26th 
6:30 P. M. 


HOTEL MAJESTIC 


DR. EDWARD L. ISRAEL 
of Baltimore—Guest Speaker 
Outstanding Musical Program 
$5.00 PER PLATE 
No Solicitation of Funds 


RABBI ABRAHAM E. MILLGRAM 
Chairman 


3226 Clifford Street Poplar 2325 




















WHOLE WHEAT MATZOHS. “t& 
HYGIENIC MATZOHS. EGG MATZOHS. 

MATZOH MEAL. MATZOH FERFEL. 
VW CAKE MEAL. PASSOVER NOODLES. . 
nos>d PASSOVER BARLEY AND CEREAL . 
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HOROWITZ- MARGARETEN 


























The 
Best Wishes P ATRICIA N 
Kosher Caterers of Distinction 
Functions arranged for at lead- 
ing hotels, , 
W.T.GRANT COMPANY ian a. on ee 


VARIETY STORES 151 WEST 51st STREET 
CIRCLE 7-7068 


MRS. I, ROSOFF MRS, L. SCHULTZ 





























We extend sincere greetings to all our 
friends and patrons for a happy Passover 
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Fine Shoes—For 47 Years 
Efficiency Series $5.00 - Executive Series $6.50 
The “400” Series $8 


555 Fifth Avenue - 26 New Street - 23 Cortlandt Street 
1113 Broadway - 1389 Broadway - 26 East 42nd Street 
BRONX: 314 East Fordham Road 
BROOKLYN: 348 Fulton Street - 898.Flatbush Avenue 
NEWARE: 843 Broad Street 


Also stores in Philadelphia and Washington. D. C. 





























THREE GENERATIONS OF SATISFIED PATRONS 
COLUMBIA STORAGE WAREHOUSES 


e INDIVIDUAL ROOMS FOR THE CARE OF SMALL LOTS 
e VAULTS FOR VALUABLES 
© MODERN FACILITIES FOR THE SAFEKEEPING OF TRUNKS — READILY ACCESSIBLE 


Columbus Avenue Between 66th and 67th Streets 
Telephone Trafalgar 7-2977 


STORAGE REMOVALS SHIPMENTS 
A DE LUXE SERVICE THAT COSTS YOU NO MORE 
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IN THE POALE ZION 


Labor Zionist Conference Adopts 
200,000 Shekel Quota 

A national conference of all Labor 
Zionist Organizations in preparation 
for the 21st World Zionist Congress 
was held in New York March 4 and 5. 
Seven hundred delegates represented 
143 branches of the Labor Zionist 
Movement and several Landsman- 
shaften. 

Originally convened for the purpose 
of mapping out the forthcoming She- 
kel and Election Campaign, the entire 
Convention was deeply affected by the 
reports from the Palestine Conference 
in London. It thus also became a 
political demonstration for the rights 
of Jewish immigration to Palestine 
and against reducing the Yishuv to the 
status of a permanent minority. 

The Convention adjourned with the 
adoption of a quota of 200,000 Shko- 
lim and a resolution obligating each 
member of the Labor Zionist move- 
ment to sell a minimum of ten shko- 
lim. 

Zionist Bureau Established 
In Washington 

Even before the Palestine Confer- 
ence in London began, an All-Zionist 
Emergency Committee had been set up 
in New York which kept in close 
touch with the Zionist headquarters in 
London and Jerusalem. The Commit- 
tee, composed of the various heads of 
the Zionist Organizations, sought to 
interest American public opinion in 
the defense of Jewish rights to Pales- 
tine. 

A permanent bureau has been set up 
in Washington, D. C., to conduct edu- 
cational and propaganda work. 


Women’s League for Palestine 
Joins Labor Bloc 

The Women’s League for Palestine, 
which renders moral and financial aid 
to the Moatzat Hapoalot in Palestine, 
has this year again decided to join the 
labor bloc for the coming Shekel and 
Election Campaign. 


Left Poale Zion Participate 
In Shekel Campaign 

The Left Poale Zion Organization 
of America, which for many years ab- 
stained from participating in Zionist 
Congresses, has decided this year to 
join the Labor Zionist Committe for 
the Shekel and Election Campaign. 
Its youth section, the Jewish Youth 
Alliance, is also participating in the 
work. 
Dr. Saul Sokol’s Tour 
For the Shekel Campaign 

Dr. Saul Sokol, leader of the Poale 
Zion in Austria and member of the 
Zionist Actions Committee will devote 
the next three months to the Shekel 
and Election Campaign in the United 
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VARY YOUR PASSOVER MENU WITH 

la CREAM CHEESE 
BREAKSTONES so" 
| WHIPPED BUTTER: 


KOSHER FOR PASSOVER S°U8 cream 


HOME MADE anp 
AND THE ENTIRE YEAR FARMER CHEESE 


LOOK FOR THENAME Dreaksilones 


ON EVERY PRODUCT 













This Machine Does the 
Work. of 20 Men - BUT 
Machines Like This Have 
DOUBLED THE NUMBER OF 
FACTORY JOBS 





WHY DOES IT HAPPEN HERE? 


T THE end of each working day, all over America, millions of 

workers come out into parking fields like this, climb into their 

own automobiles, and drive home. A familiar sight near almost any 

American factory—yet it doesn’t happen in foreign lands. Few 
foreign workmen have cars. Why, then, dges it happen here? 


Why does America, with only 1/15 of- the world’s population, own 
nearly three fourths of the world’s automobiles, have half of its 
telephones, use one third of the electricity produced? Why can five 
sixths of all American families own radios, two thirds enjoy electric 
light, one third own electric refrigerators? 


Why? Because American industry has sought to give the public more 
goods for more people at less cost—has developed new products to make 
possible better living, has learned to make them at lower and lower 
cost so that more millions of people can have the good things of life. 
General Electric, through research and the application of electricity 
to the tasks of factory and home, has been a leader in this progress. 
Its efforts today are directed to the creation of still higher living 
standards for America. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred 
dollars for every dollar they have earned for General Electric 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
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States. He is scheduled to visit the 
following cities: Kansas City, April 
3-6; Omaha, April 7-8; Chicago, Ap- 
ril 9-11; St. Paul, April 16-17; Min- 
neapolis, April 18-19; Detroit, April 
21-25; Toledo, April 26; Akron, Ap- 
ril 27; Cleveland and vicinity, April 
28-May 3. 


Chaver L. Rubinstein Directs 
Shekel Campaign in Mid-West 

With headquarters in Chicago, Cha- 
ver L. Rubinstein will direct the work 
for the Shekel and Election Campaign 
throughout the mid-western section. 
He is scheduled to make several visits 
to Milwaukee, Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
St. Louis, Kansas City, and Detroit. 

Before he assumed the work for the 
Shekel Campaign, Chaver Rubinstein 
was in charge of the Party organiza- 
tional campaign in St. Louis and in 
Chicago. 
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UAPORTED & DOMESTIC 
WINES. SLIVOVITE 
BAANDIES & WISHNIAK 
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DAN ON — WD NID 
When In 


TEL AVIV 


Stop on the 
Seashore at 


HOTEL FISH 


“The Center of English-Speaking Jews”’ 
Modern Conveniences, Operated by 
Americans, Patronized by Leading 
Jews, American Table and Hygiene 
Abraham Fish, C. C. N. Y. '14, looks 
forward to greeting fellow alumni 
on their visits to Eretz Israel 

















To Bring Enjoyment to Your Passover Table, 
Prepare Your Foods With 


ROKEACH 


Pure and Kosher Food Products 
MOB? (Ys 


* Rokeach Kosher * Rokeach Pure Fruit 
* Nyafat Preserves 


Strawberry - Raspberry 
* “Not Fleischig, Not Milchig” } 


Cherry - Marmalade 
* Rokeach Kosher Peanut 
Oil—In cans and jugs 
At All Groceries 


I. ROKEACH & SONS, INC., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
* Trade Mark Reg. U. 8S. Pat. Off. 


* Rokeach Pure Honey 
* Rokeach Kosher 
Cider Vinegar 

















““Quothe the Raven Never More’’. Will you 
find a more congenial atmosphere than at 


SACHS - DAVIDSON 


2 Incorporated 
Union Printers 
RAVEN LODGE 187 EAST BROADWAY 
416—3rd STREET LAKEWOOD, N. J. 





Phone ORchard 4-4230 


Golo and Boobar Tel. Lakewood 922 























STRICTLY KOSHER FOR PASSOVER 


As has always been our custom, the scrupulous cleanliness and care 
which we maintain at all times, is, during Passover, supplemented by 
strictest supervision under Jewish Dietary Laws. Rabbi S. A. Olshevsky. a 
member of the Federation of Orthodox Rabbis, has full supervision over all 
of our products. Our milk and milk products are, therefore, kosher for 
Passover even for the most particular. 


Enjoy Creami-Rich Milk and Milk Products during Passover, and all the 
year round, safe in the knowledge that utmost care is constantly maintained 
to assure the greatest purity and finest quality. 


For over 20 years we have employed only union labor 





My signature below witnesses that the plants of the 
Dellwood Dairy Co., Inc., and Morrisania Farm Products, 
Inc., are under my supervision, and that the milk, butter, 
cream and cheese are Kosher for Passover even for the 
particular, and that they have not even a suspicion of 
CHOMETZ. To this I testify, Erev Rosh Chodesh Adar, 5699. 

RABBI S. A. OLSHEVSKY. 












DELLWOOD DAIRY CO.., Inc. 


MORRISANIA FARM PRODUCTS, Inc. 
MARBLE 7-1400 


Creami Rich 


GRADE A MILK 




















Bai sah, 


Jewis FRONTIE 
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Borden’s Kosher Milk, Sweet 
and Sour Cream, Butter, 
Buttermilk and Creamed 

Cottage Cheese for Passover 


E have made arrangements to deliver for 

the Passover Holidays our Kosher Milk and 
other Dairy Products under the supervision of the 
eminent Rabbis Isreal Rosenberg and Joseph H. 
Lookstein. The Rabbis’ representatives will be 
under the direction of Rabbi Mitchell S. Eskolsky. 
They will be constantly in attendance at the dairies 
and plants from which Borden's Kosher Products 
will be shipped. 


Each and every one of these Kosher Passover 
Products will be inscribed with the words “Kosher 
for Passover’ and the names of Rabbis Isreal 
Rosenberg and Joseph H. Lookstein so that every 
religious Jew may be sure these products are 
Kosher for Passover 


Remember BORDEN'S PASSOVER MILK, 
SWEET AND SOUR CREAM, BUTTER, BUTTER- 
MILK AND CREAMED COTTAGE CHEESE will 


cost no more than the regular prices. 


If you are not a Borden customer, start today 
to have Borden's supply you with Milk and other 
Borden Products. Then you will be assured of 
regular service for Passover. Simply give your 
order to any Borden Route Salesman, your nearest 
Bordon delivery branch or telephone direct to 
WaAlker 5-7300. 


BORDEN'S FARM PRODUCTS 
DIVISION OF THE BORDEN COMPANY 


110 HUDSON STREET NEW YORK CITY 
Telephone: WAlker 5-7300 
Or Refer to Phone Book for Your Nearest Branch 














REGISTER YOUR CHILD IN THE IDEAL 


CAMP 
KINDERWELT 


(HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y.) 





the summer home of 


THE JEWISH NATIONAL 
WORKERS’ ALLIANCE 


With the approach of summer, the thought 
uppermost in the parents’ minds is to 
provide for their children a vacation-atmos- 
phere that will stimulate them physically 
and mentally: an atmosphere of friendship 
that will contribute to their social and’ 
physical well-being. 


These ideal surroundings are amply pro- 
vided by Kinderwelt. 


In Kinderwelt, situated in the heart of the 
beautiful BEAR MOUNTAIN district, 
your child will find every facility for sport 
and relaxation, under the most competent 
care and guidance. Only 48 miles from 
New York City, Kinderwelt is within easy 
reach of the entire Metropolitan area. 


REGISTER YOUR CHILD 
IN KINDERWELT 


Take advantage of the nominal rates. 
For full particulars, please write or telephone: 


UNSER CAMP & KINDERWELT 
251 FOURTH AVE. NEW YORK. N. Y. 


Tel.: STuyvesant 9-4677 
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